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man yield me the floor for a single moment? I 

will then renew the call for the previous question, 

if he desires it. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 
Mr. ELIOT. 


vious quesuon, 


I want a moment or two. 
1 withdraw the call for the pre- 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Am I to renew | 


the demand or not? 

Mr. ELIOT. Yes, sir. I should like to have 
an opportunity to speak myself, but I think the 
House is prepared for the question, and that the 
gentleman had better move the previous ques- 
lion. 

Mr. Ci... l object. 

The SPEAKER. To what does the gentleman 
from Ohio object? 


Mr. COX. 


tinctly what is going on. 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Massa- | 


chusetts withdrew the demand for the previous 
question, and yielded the floor to the gentleman 
from New York, and the Chair recognized the 
gentleman from New York. 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. The gentleman 
from Ohio willagree with me, lam sure, that con- 
sidering the amount of criticism which has been 
bestowed upon the demand I made for the previous 


question, it ts quite right that I should be allowed 


a moment or two in answer to all that has been 
said. 


On the 6th day of this month, the President of 


the United States sent here a brief message in | 


writing, accompanied by a very brief resolution. 
The subject of this communication was not of 
recent origin, not novel, but of long standing and 
familiar to every citizen of the country in public 
and private life. 
subject, butone upon every phase of which parties 
and factions of parties have voted, divided, and 


arranged themselves in this Houseandin thecoun- | 


I understand they are farming out | 
the floor over there, though we cannot hear dis- | 


Not only an old and familiar | 


ence was as to the management and disposiiton of 
the question; a consultation, perhaps, as to rea- 
sous to be assigned, and the conduct of the debate. 
It seemed to me that ali had resolved or could 
easily resolve whether his vote should be yes or 
no, that who desired to make a record of 
the reasons for the vote they should give, could 
assign those reasons in of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. And, therefore, 
1 was hardly within the sweep of the criticism of 
the distinguished gentleman from Massachusetts, 
{Mr. THomas,}] who hinted so broadly that my 
idea was, that we should decide first and deliber- 
ate afterwards. No,sir. I said that L believed 
we had already deliberated, and that any gentle- 
man who desired to record his reasons for his de- 
cision, could have that opportunity at his conve- 
nience in the Committee of the Whole. 

Now, it is said that pressing this question toa 
vote was a fire brand introduced into this House; 
and the gentleman who made that remark | Mr. 
Tuomas, of Massachusetts] accompanied it with 
a declaration that he thoucht five sixths of the 
members of the House would have voted for the 
resolution if the previous question had not been 
demanded. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. 
to correct the gentleman. Ll said if time had been 
given for a careful consideration of the exact 
measure which, tye President proposes, and the 
reasons and molives for it, that it would have that 
effect. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I very gladly 
accept the explanation of the gentleman, although 
he said, inso many words, thatif this firebrand in 


those 


the Committee 


Allow me 


| the form of the previous question had not been 


thrown into the House he believed the resolution 
would have received the support of five sixths of 
the members. r 

Mr. RICHARDSON. [rise to a question of 


order. I demand to know of the Chair, whether 


ply a declaration of what may be our line of con- 
duct and the policy of the Administration with 
regard to certain questions in a certain contin- 
gency. Itis a recommendation coming from the 
President of the United States, and dictated, as I 
believe, by all the patriotism and all the purity of 
purpose which has distinguished every recom- 
mendation, so far as I know, that he has made to 
Congress, and every act of his since he entered 
the presidential chair. 1 believed when the reso- 
lution was introduced, and | believe now, that a 
deliberate, considerate, proper, and wise mode of 
acting upon it was, to take it up in the House, 
where there is a previous question, and pass it 


| withoutarevivalof thatdebate which has already 


vexed the ears of the country and raised a clamor 
against both Houses of Congress. It seemed to 
me the question might be taken without multiply- 
ing that discussion of the slavery question which 
has already consumed much time here, even at 
this session, when things were to be done rather 
than said,gind the subject discussed, if discussed 
it must be, in Committee of the Whole here, and 
in the other end of the Capitol, where no previous 
question exists. ‘That was my reason for de- 
manding the previous question. ‘That is my rea- 
son for voting now as | shall vote. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. May I ask 
the gentleman from New York a question ? 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Certainly. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. Did not 
the gentleman state to the House that he called 
the previous question because he had agreed or 
promise dito eall it? 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I will repeat 
the answer on that point, which 1 gave to the 
gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Wick uirre.] 


t 
| lt was, that on consultation with other gentle- 


men on this floor, | had agreed (if that is the 
word | used,) to call the previous question, and 


[say thatI did so, not upon my own judgment 
this debate is pertinent to the issue before the || alone, but in deference to the judgment of gentie- 
House. / men whose opinion I value more than my own, 

TheSPEAKER. The gentleman is stating the || and who thought this the fitting mode of giving 
reasons why the previous question should be put || assent to this recommendation of the President, 


try over and over again—that topic, all the bear- 
ings and applications of which are fixed with a 
distinctness, defined with a sharpness which be- 
longs to no other theme engaging the public mind, || 
and which nothing could have produced but years | 


of earnést discussion. 


The nature of the proposition was such, and the | 


recommendations with which it was accompanied 
were such, as has been truly said by the gentie- 
man from Ohio, as to demand, at its earliest con- 


venience, the action of the House. On the motion | 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Ste- | 


veNS| it was referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union—no special com- 
mittee being raised to consider it, and no stand- 


lng committee of this House being placed in charge | 


of it. It went, therefore, to that piace which, at 
every advanced stage of a session, becomes ‘‘ the 
tomb of the Capulets,’’ and there it would have 
rested for a considerable period of time had no 
motion of any sort been made to induce action 


} 
we have adjourned from Friday to Monday, a 
resolution was offered reviving the resolution rec- 
ommended by the President. The precise phrase- 


ology of the President was adhered to, to the end | 


that the vote should be taken upon the very thing 
which in public, in private, and in the newspa- 
pers, has been turned round and round until I be- 
lieved, when I offered the resolution, as I believe 


now, that every gentleman in the House has made || 


up his mind pretty fully upon it. I do not even 
now understand my distinguished friend from 
Kentucky [Mr. Mattory] to say that he has not 


made up his mind which way to vote upon the || 


resolution. 


Mr. MALLORY. Then the gentleman from 


New York most distinetly misunderstood the gen- | 


Ucman from Kentucky. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 
derstand the gentleman, | am glad to be corrected. 
| understood the gentleman (Mr. Manvory] and 


lus colleague [Mr. Griper) both to say thatsome | 


ume was desired to enable a consultation to take 


place in regard to the resolution, and my infer- | 


73 


| that before the previous question was demanded 


upon it. After the lapse of four days, when there || found votes enough even then. 


has been less than usual oceupation here,and after | 


| Suppose general consent to the resolution can be 


| 4th of July as a member of the present Congress, 


| In all its efforts, in all its recommendations, in all 
| its measures looking to throttling and putting down 


| the great rebellion which has reared itself against 
| the nation’s life. 


If I did misun- |! 


on the proposition. 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. The previous | 


question is to be called, because I promised to 


call it. 


The SPEAKER. What is a good reason for 
calling the previous question is a good reason 
why the consideration of the measure should not 
be postponed. " 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I was about to 


say, when the gentleman raised his point of order, 


at all, alluded to, or anticipated, upon objection | 
being made by the member from New York [Mr. | 


W oop] to the introduction of this resolution, we || 
| were unable, even upon dividing the House, to 


carry the suspension of the rules, to get at itat all, | 
and were driven to the yeas and nays, and hardly 


universal acclaim which this resolution would 
ever have received in the House, and with which 
it would have been received if the previous ques- 
tion had not been called. 

If any one, after the record already made, can 


successfully invoked, there is not so great faith I 
fear out of this House, no, not in Israel. 

My purpose at this moment, my purpose at the | 
moment I moved the previous question, and’ at 
every moment since | took my seat here on the 


is and has been to give to the Administration a | 
generous, hearty, unqualified support, a support 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I now suggest to the 
Chair whether that is pertinent to the issue. 
[Laughter.] 
The SPEAKER. The Chair isin doubt about it, 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Mr. Speaker, | 
the resolution before us is net a measure, but sim- | 


So much for the |} that up, it having been made a special order from 


and putting it on its way to the other House. 
MESSAGE FROM TILE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Forney, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate had passed a bill to encourage en- 


listmentsin the regular Army of the United States, 
| and for other purposes, in which he was directed 
| to ask the concurrence of the House. 


EMANCIPATION——AGAIN. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. - Now, sir, the 
proposition is to postpone the resolution until Mon- 
day or ‘Thursday, it matters not which, for either 
is a day beyond that already fixed for the consid- 
eration of that volume, almost as large as a family 
Bible, entitled the ** tax bill;’’ and having taken 


day to day until disposed of, | imagine no man 
will witness the reappearance of this resolution 
for a period so long as to be destructive of the 
present and immediate object which the President 
and his advisers have in view. 

Mr. Speaker, I, for one, have listened in vain to 
hear the statement of any valid reason why the 
vote should not be taken upon the resolution to- 
day. _ I think every substantial purpose can be 
answered by a vote now. I believe every vote will 
be recorded upon its final passage if we vote to- 
day exactly as it would be recorded if we should 
postpone it for the loneest time desired by any 
gentleman. 


Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 


Suppose a gentle- 


‘ man had not made up his mind how to vote upon 


this question, would the gentleman consider that 
a valid reason for delay? The gentleman knows 
that there are persons here who state that they 
have not made up their minds, and desire delay 
for deliberation. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. The gentleman 
seems to base his interrogatory upon the idea that 
no important measure ought to be acted upon untl 
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me 
every member has givenit the fullest consideration 


re 


and made up his mind as to the propriety of all 


THe 


~~ 


CONGRESSIONAL 


GLOBE. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair must again re- 


mark that it is not in order to discuss the merits | 
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recent measures which have been adopted by the 


Government of Portugal intended to encourage A 
its details. If that be his idea, ] wish to ask him |) of the resolution on the motion to postpone. the growth and enlarge the area of the culture of | 2 
in his character as chairman of the Military Com- Mr. STEVENS. Yes, sir. The only reason | cotton in its African possessions, asked to be dis- Ho 
mittee of this Hlouse, how many of the important || I can discover why any gentleman should wish | charged from its further consideration; which was al 
bills which he reports, and after holding the floor || to postpone this measure is for the purpose of | agreed to. ' a 
an hour or a fraction of an hour brings to the final || having a chemical analysis to see whether there He also, from the same committee, to whom e ot 
vote under the operation of the previous question, || is any poison in it. [Laughter.] 1 demand the was referred a message from the President of the pe 
bills involving the expenditure of enormous sums previous question. ; , || United States, transmitting the correspondence of Set 
of money, and affecting largely the interests of this, | Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Do I understand |) the Department of State with the ministers of q 
and future generations—how many of these bills || the gentleman from Kentucky toaccept the amend- || Austria, and also of Prussia, relating to the can- hat 
would have passed this House or would pass be- || ment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania? ture and detention of certain citizens of the United od 
fore the end of the session, if they waited until Mr. MALLORY. I did not. States, passengers on board the British steamer a 
every member examined them in all their details, Mr. STEVENS. I did not move itasanamend- || Trent, by order of Captain Wilkes, of the United te - 
and in all their bearings, and made up his mind | ment, because I supposed as many amendments || States Navy, and also the correspondence of Mr. ~e 
upon them? These are all new measures, many | were already pending as the rules would permit. || Adams, our minister at London, with a letter “a 
of them in the nature of amendments coming from The SPEAKER. An amendment is in order. || from Lord Russell to Lord Lyons, relating to the | 
the Senate, not always even printed. Yet here Mr. STEVENS. | move, then, to postpone same matter, asked to be discharged from the hat 
is a resolution so brief—the proposition so much | until Wednesday. || further consideration thereof, and that the papers fer 
in a nutshell, that | submit with great respect that Mr. ELIOT. I wish to know what day the || of Mr. Adams, covering the letter of Lord Rus- on 
no gentleman needs more time to make up his mind | tax bill has been assigned for? sell to Lord Lyons, be printed for the use of the - 
definitely upon it than is sufficient to read it and || The SPEAKER. Wednesday. _ _ || Senate; which was agreed to. =n 
see how it squares with his preconceived views | Mr. STEVENS. 1 was under the impression Mr. CLARK. The Committee on Claims, to : | 
and convictions of a matter which has been dis- || it had been assigned until Thursday. I willchange |) whom was referred the petition of Hugh McKee, tht 
eussed until it is perfectly threadbare, which has || my motion, then, unul to-morrow, and now de- || Frederick Haun, and H. C. F. Hackbush, pray- 
} been held up to the light and kept under the mi- |) mand the previous question, ing compensation for services rendered in survey- | 
: vt croscope until every fiber has become as visible The previous question was seconded, and the ing the Delaware reserve lands in the State of of 
ak as a sunbeam. main question ordered to be put. | Kansas, ask to be disoharged from its further bil 
aaa Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, I say to ehe gentle- || ENROLLED BILL || consideration, and that it be referred to the Court th 
ape man in the first place that I never called the pre- || eve eae ae | of Claims, It is peculiarly acase for the Court of 
F 4, vious question upon any measure in this House | Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- Claims. tic 
Te without discussion. | rolled vo or — the a on = RR. The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HUTCHINS. I rise to a question of or- | amine . on foun¢ wi: y enrotied an = (i. ‘|| Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on Pen- pa 
Bis der. I submit that this discussion is not in order, || No. 326) to fulfill treaty stipulations with Han ce oe AM ge gana . ve 
a not being relevant to the issue before the House. || over; when the Speaker signed the same. Chartes ‘A eer pia ior ae een: ot th 
= The SPEAKER. The Chair can hardly see And then, on motion of Mr, STEVENS, (at ‘es os PP ’ ome Pre. 7 oe 7 p ae 
J Be eed aT . 2a ; ; submitted an adverse report; which was ordered 
lh. how the question whether the gentleman from || five minutes past four o clocks g.jn.,) the House Le oe 
He” Missouri called the previous question upon an | adjourned. aisle | ia aie, eis a ee a a“ 


Army bill is pertinent to the postponement of this 


Ir 


yy 


On ‘Thursday the tax bill comes up, and unless it 
is disposed of before that time, it is impossible to 


say when it will be considered. I merely want to | 


say that Wednesday will give every man ample 
time to consider it. I have read it over; and I 
confess I have not been able to sce what makes 
one side so anxious to pass it or the other side so 
anxious to defeat it. I think it is about the most 


diluted, milk and water gracl proposition that was | 


priate action for the relief of Ireland from the im- 
pending famine, and also similar resolutions from 
the Legislature of Kentucky, asked to be dis- 
charged from their further consideration; which 
was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committec, to whom 


| was referred a message of the President of the 


United States, transmitting a copy of a dispatch 
to the Secretary of State from the minister resi- 


ever given to the American nation. [Laughter.] || dent of the United States at Lisbon, concerning 








and five thousand copies for distribution by the Superin- 
tendent. 


EUROPEAN RAILWAYS. 


Mr. CHANDLER submitted the following res- 
olution; which was cunsidered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested, if in his opinion it be not incompatible with the 


public interests, to communicate to the Senate a copy of 


any co ence on the records or files of the Depart- 
ment of State, in regard to railway systems in Europe. 


ae bill.” IN SENATE. | was referred the petition of Elizabeth Smoot, one of 
oe ee a ; : of the heirs of Robert Speider, a soldier in the th 
abe Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING, My friend from Tuespay, March 11, 1862. | war of 1812, praying for a pension and bounty th 
ie i Missouri will be satisfied, from what is In order, Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpERLAND. | land, submitted an adverse report; which was its 
ee a : —— per oneien bo vas . Seen | ‘TheJournal of yesterday was readand approved. || ordered to be printed. ar 
’ . wished to present was, that no ort ) | 1} 7. or : ee Rotts 
eae 2 other gentleman if the rule of action had been fol- Mr.SUMNER presented the petition of Henry || No. 26) explanatory of a certain act therein men- 
seas lowed, that no vote should take place untilithad | J, Gray, William Jenkins, and two hundred and | tioned, reported it with an amendment; and he no- th 
eee been thoroughly examined in all its parts by every || twenty-seven others, citizens of Andover, Mas- || tified Senators that he would call it up at an early ce 
as member of the House, nor until every member || sachusetts, praying for the total abolition of sla- || day. 
ney heomiote his opinion upon it, =i very throughoutthe country; which was ordered | Mr. HARLAN, from the Committee on Public in 
; Now, sir, having said this much in vindication || to lie on the table. - “+ || Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. No th 
ay of my own action, and of those whose sentiments | He also presented a petition of citizens of Buf- | 189 fo ectaanan oar ee ee at let - " 
i; | reflect in regard to this proposition, and having || falo, New Vork, praying for the total abolition | ) a as the oY “ - dtl at te th iz 
: agreed with the gentleman from Massachusetts, |) of slavery throughout the country; which was |} a ee ee ee ee _ 
i. as the condition on which I occupied the floor by || ordered to lie on the table. aes SAGAN : ' : 
his politeness, to call the previous question, I trust Mr. McDOUGALL presented the petition of || _, Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts, from the u 
; no offense will be taken if I insist upon that call, || William Holman and others, praying for mail Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia, to 
: which I do, on the motion to postpone. __ || facilities between the Atlantic Statesand the States || Whom the subject was referred, reported i casa J 
; Mr. STEVENS. I hope the gentleman will || of California and Oregon, by steam vessels, in ad- resolution (S. No, 65) to authorize the > pein “ 
' withdraw the demand for the previous question | dition to the overland mail; which was referred of War to accept moneys appropriated by any Ci 
be for a moment, until Lean move an amendment to | to the Committee on the Post Office and Post || State for the payment of its volunteers, and wony- fr 
ag the motion to postpone. Ter | ply the same as directed by such State; which was a 
i Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. With the per- | Mr. KING presented a petition of citizens of || '@24, and passed to a second reading. m 
mission of the gentleman from Massachusetts | || New York, praying for the passage of a general | NOTICE OF A BILL. : 
will withdraw the demand for that purpose, and | uniform bankrupt law; which was referred to the Mr. LATHAM tice of his intention to ¢ 
yield the floor to the gentleman from Pennsyl- || Committee on the Judiciary. k * : . = — onions Lis “f = a d 
vania, __Mr. COWAN presented resolutions of the City = oor bilitie oe ‘ti ” se ST . oon i 
Mr. STEVENS. I understand the motionpend- || Councils of the city of Philadelphia, praying for hip roche t _ re “ oe i Skid ‘ 
ing to be to po until Thursday next. an appropriation for the defenses of that city; . et a ae .Y sic Eh re - : 
The SPEAKER. The motion is to postpone | which were referred to the Committee on Military oe Fran Sonat ps nega’ eae ameatal 
until Monday next, and an amendment is pend- || Affairs and the Militia. : ama to Riga: Sranciage. : 
ing to change the time until Thursday. Mr. DIXON presented additional papers in re- COAST SURVEY REPORT. b 
Mr. STEVENS, I thought the amendment || Jation to the resolution for the appointment of The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
was accepted. — ‘ ; | Hon. Henry Barnard, of Connecticut, as regent of || ate a communication from the Secretary of the 
The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the | the Smithsonian Institution; which were referred Treasury, transmitting a report of the Superintend- 
gentleman from lilinois to indicate his willingness | to the Committee on the Library. _ ent of ne Peat Survey, showing the progress in 
to permit the gentleman from Kentucky to offer | Mr. POMEROY presented additional papers |! that work for the year ending November 1, 1861. 
the amendment. | in support of the claim of Lydia S. Hall; which | Mr. ANTHONY submitted the following res- ' 
Mr. RICHARDSON. That is what I said. || were referred to the Committee on Claims. | olution; which was referred to the Committee on 
Mr, STEVENS. I hope the gendeman will ||” Sicetentes | 
modify his motion so as to:make it to-morrow. _ || ee ae Resolved, That there he printed, in addition to the ustal | 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. Make it Wednes- || Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on Foreign giimber, six thousand iso banda copies of the report of | 
day. | Relations, to whom were referred resolutions of |! the Superintendent of the United States Coast Survey, 0! 
Mr. STEVENS. Wednesday will suit me. || the Legislature of Wisconsin in favor of appro- || Which twelve hundred shall be for the use of the Senate, | 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Morats, Chief Clerk, announced that the 
House had passed a bill (No. 223) to render valid 
and authorize the extension of the letters patent 
eranted to John G. Mini on the 13th day of No- 
vember, 1844, and reissued on the 24th day of 
August, 1852, in whichethe concurrence of the 
Senate was requested. 

The message also announced that the House 


had passed the bill of the Senate (No. 136) to pro- 
vide for the appointment of sutlers in the volun- | 
teer service,and to define their duties, with amend- | 


ments;in which the concurrence of the Senate was 
requested. 
The message further announced that the House 


had agreed to the report of the committee of con- | 


ference on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the bill (H. R. No. 208) making appropria- 
tions for the legislative, executive, and judicial 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
30th June, 1863, and additional appropriations for 
the year ending 30th June, 1862. 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


The message further announced that the Speaker 
of the House had signed the following enrolled 
billand joint resolution; which thereupon received 
the signature of the Vice President: 

A bill (H. R. No. 326) to fulfill treaty stipula- 
tions with Hanover. 


A joint resolution (S. No. 22) providing for the || 


payment of the awards of the commission to in- 
vestigate the military claims in the department of 
the West. 

HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill from the House of Representatives (No. 
993) to render valid and authorize the extension 
of the letters patent granted to John G. Mini on 
the 13th day of November, 1844, and reissued on 
the 24th day of August, 1852, was read twice by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 


NAVAL DISASTER IN HAMPTON ROADS. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I submit 
the following resolution, and ask for its present 
consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs inquire 


into the kate engagement between the rebel steamers and | 


the vessels of the United States, near Fortress Monroe, 
with all the circumstances that led to such destruction of 
the property of the United States ; and that they be author- 
ized to send for persons and papers. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Isthere any objec- | 


tion to the consideration of the resolution? 
Mr. HALE. I do not want to make any ob- 


jection to it, and if the Senate charge the commit- | 


tee with it, we shffl make such inquiries as we 
can; but I think it is proper at this time to state a 
fact that should be called, in my judgment, to the 
attention of the country and of the Senate. It is 
this: so far as 1 know, or am informed, or have 
any reason to believe, from the commencement of 
this rebellion to the present hour, no matter what 
disasters have attended our arms, on sea or on 
laud, neither the War Department nor the Navy 
Department, except in the single instance of a sol- 
tary officer at the battle of Bull Run, have made 
the least inquiry under heaven. The disgraceful 
affair at the mouth of the Mississippi and the 
disaster at Ball’s Bluff have passed, so far as either 
of these Departments is concerned, without the 
least notice. 


cognizance of that fact. I wish to say that I do 
not think it is a matter that belongs to a commit- 
tce of Congress, provided thateither of these De- 
partments, the War or the Navy, took the first 
step toward their imperative duty. In my judg- 
ment, the moment that a disaster occurs, by land 
or by sea, the head of the appropriate Department 
should institute a rigid scrutiny and inquiry into 
it. But as | said, the only inquiry they did make 
was as to the conduct of a single officer at Bull 
Run, and I believe that court of inquiry reported, 
in substance, that they believed certain things ex- 
isted; but the witnesses swore so terribly that it 
would be difficult to prove them or disprove them 
either, and therefore they thought it best to let the 
matter go. That has been the system on which 


both these Departments have acted in regard to | 


these matters. , 
I have no objection to the resolution. 


I suppose that this resolution is in- | 
troduced by the Senator from Massachusetts in | 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I rise simply 
to say that months ago the country understood 
that the Merrimac was being fitted out at Norfolk; 
that the press of the country called the attention 
of the Government to it; that the merchants of 
the country were anxious about it; that the under- 
writers and insurance agents wrote to the Gov- 
ernment here, to members of Congress, and to 
others, calling attention to the danger of that ship 
coming outfrom Norfolk. Tomy personal knowl- 
edge, the War and Navy Departments and officers 
in the Army and Navy have had their attention 
called over and over again to the danger to the 
country of the fitting out of the Merrimac. It has 
been fitted out. It has come out of that harbor 
and has annihilated vessels of war, and | know 
no reason why it may not come out this very day 
and annihilate all the vessels in that harbor, or go 
| where it pleases. I think this deplorable calam- 

ity which has fallen upon the country—lI will not 
| say unexpected! y—should be looked into, and we 
should know who is responsible for it. 


|| Mr.GRIMES. L think it is due to the chief of | 


|| the Navy Department that I should say a single 
|| word in regard to this subject, and especially 
be Mr. BROWNING. Willthe Senator from lowa 
permit me to ask, in regard to a pointof order, is 
4 the resolution before the Senate? 
|| The VICEPRESIDENT. The Chair heard no 
objection, and the resolution is before the Senate. 
Mr. BROWNING. 1 intended to object to its 
present consideration, 
Mr. GRIMES. I want to say a single word. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Senator from 
|| Illinois objects, it cannot be discussed. 
| Several Senators. It is too late. 
| Mr. BROWNING. 
|| the question of objection had been submitted to 
|| the Senate. 
| The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair inquired 
| if there was any objection. The Chair did not 
| state that there was no objection. 


| Mr. BROWNING. 
| 





any announcement. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair did not; 
| nor did the Chair hear any objection. 
] Mr. CLARK. The Chair recognized debate. 
| Mr. HALE. I said that if there was no ob- 
|| jection, and it was under consideration, I had a 
| few remarks to make, and I-went on and made 
|} them. 
|| The VICE PRESIDENT. And nobody ob- 
|| jected. The Chair rules that itis before the Senate, 
Mr. GRIMES. In the first place, I wish to say 


Senator from New Hampshire, who is chairman 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs. It is very 


| sissippi no court-martial was held, because from 


it was impossible to hold one. 


The facts were 


retired by a former retiring board of the Navy, 
but who, after being restored, on account of their 
position on the Naval Register, were entitled to 
the command of vessels, were in command of the 
| ships that were blockading that point. They were 


universal sentiment of the service unfit for their 
commands; but there was no alternative for the 
chief of the Navy Department to pursue except to 
assign them to these comfhands, because é 

gress itself had decided that they were fit to com- 
mand by restoring them to the Naval Register, and 





| retary of the Navy directing them to go before a 
retiring board; and I believe that every one of 
them either has been retired by that retiring board 


assed at the early part of this session. It was 
impossible for the Secretary of the Navy to recall 
the junior officers who were on that station in 
| opder to hold a court-martial upon the superior 
| officers here in Washington without detriment to 





' course that I think the facts justified, and that the 
necessities of the service required. 

Now, sir, | suppose that the purpose of the reso- 
lution is to fix the responsibility of the disaster 
|| that has occurred to the Cumberland and the Con- 
| gressupon somebody. We all know where that 


The Chair did not make | 


I did not understand that | 


a word in regard to a remark which fell from the | 
true that with reference to the disaster that oc- | 
|| curred to our shipping at the mouth of the Mis- || 
| the very circumstances that surrounded the case | 


these: several officers, most of whom had been | 


mostly men who had been pronounced by the | 
‘ | 
on- 
| placing them in a position where he was compelled | 


| to take them. When that disaster befell our ship- |) 
ping, an order was immediately issued by the Sec- | 


or else has been retired by the act of Congress | 


the public service, and he pursued exactly the | 
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responsibility rests now. There is no use in send- 
ing it before any committee to investigate it. It 
rests upon the military branch of the Government, 
for not- organizing at an early day a military ex- 
pedition against Norfolk, and thus capturing the 
city, shipping, navy-yard, and machine shop. 
W hose fault was it that such an expedition was 
not organized? Was it the fault of the Navy? By 
the reference of this resolution to the Committee 
on Naval Affairs, the inference is to be drawn in 
this body, and by the country, that the Navy is 
in Some way responsible for this disaster. In no 
degree is the Navy responsible. At all times, 
upon all occasions, it has not only been willing, 
but has been anxious to perform its whole duty. 
Why, sir, it isa notorious fact that upon two dif- 
ferent occasions the Navy officers have offered, 
been anxious, solicited an opportunity to go down 
and open the blockade of the Potomac, and upon 
one occasion for thirty-six hours were the floulla 
under steam, prepared to go down; but x superior 
military officer, who undertook to control all of- 
fensive operations, refused to let it go. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Who was he? 

Mr. GRIMES. I suppose some gentleman on 
the committee on the conduct of the war, who 
are Now investigating these subjects, can inform 
the Senator. I say the responsibility rests upon 
those who have neglected to organize a military 
expedition against Norfolk, and in which the 
Navy has always been anxious to assist. 

A part of the blame for this disaster is perhaps 
due to ourselves, because we have not atan earlier 
day passed some appropriations by which to con- 
struct iron-plated ships. I congratulate myself 
that one of the first acts 1 did when I came into 
Congress was to introduce a resolution into this 
body calling for information in regard to iron- 
plated ships, initiating the very measures which 
the experience of the past few days has shown 
to us that itis necessary for us to adopt if we will 
protect our sea-coast from the ravages of a hostile 
foe. 

I wish to say another word, Mr. President. I 
have heard remarks made outside of the Senate, 
and by Senators, in regard to the condition of the 
Roanoke, a fine steam frigate belonging to the 
Navy, which, at the time these vessels came out, 
was deprived of her steam power. What are the 
facts? ‘The Roanoke is a fine frigate. Whether 
wisely or unwisely | am not going to say, we 
have no means of building steam engines for our 


| own vessels; we have to contract with individuals 


or private companies for their construction, The 
engines of the Roanoke, as the engines of all other 
steamers, were built by private contract. These 
contractors have all the patterns and the models 
for all parts of her machinery. When, therefore, 
the shaft of the Roanoke broke, it was necessary 
for the Department to do one of two things: either 
to send her under tow to New York, and thus de- 
prive themselves of the benefits of her batteries 
if they became necessary, for she is a forty-gun 


| frigate, and presents to the enemy which ap- 


proaches her on either side twenty guns, or to 
send the broken shaft to New York to have it re- 
paired, and allow her to remain in the harbor to 
be moved back and forth by steam tugs, of which 
there were halfa dozen in that vicinity, and which 
could be used for that purpose. Lapprehend that 
the Department was entirely blameless in that re- 


| spect. That the engine was not completed earlier 


is no fault of the Department, but the fault per- 


| haps in some degree of the system which we have 


adopted, of allowing these engines to be- con- 
structed by private contractors, and thus when- 
evera portion of the machinery becomes disabled, 
permitting them to take up and go on with any 
other work that may be more profitable to them, 


| and leave this kind of work to be done at their 


leisure. 


Mr. COLLAMER. 


I inquire of the gentleman 


| how long since that shaft was broken. 


Mr. GRIMES. I cannot say how long. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I understand it is four 
months. I desire to know whether any measures 
of any kind have been taken to re lace it? 

Mr. GRIMES. I will inform the Senator that 
everything that could be done, or that was desir- 
able to be done, wasdone. The persons who had 
these models and these patterns vrs been stimu- 


lated, J understand, inall possible ways to get her 
in a condition so that she could go to sea; but the 
Senator will see that the Department is completely 
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in the power of the contractors, having the models 
| i elves, we having none, and if we had them, 


} ve no machinery to make the defective parts, 
Mr. COLLAMER I ask whether they have 
heen uppyite dto for a shaft for that vessel? 
Mr. GRIMES. Long ago, as I understand. 
But the Senator will observe that the Roanoke in 
the tow of tags, of which there were two by her 


side, for the purposes for which she was used, | 


wus just as efficient as she would have been had 
her machinery been perfect. 

Mr. HALE. T[ want to say, in answer to 
what has been said by the Senator from lowa, 

t I did not mean to charge any special neglect 
on the Secretary of the Navy in this particular 

stance; but what I meant to say, and what I 
think is a notorious fact and a fact highly repre- 
hensible, is that there has been no inquiry made 
either by the War Departmentor the Navy Depart- 
ment into the cause of any of the disasters which 
have befalien our arms on the sea or on the land, 
with the solitary exception, if L am rightly in- 
formed, of the court of inquiry into the condition 
of Colonel Miles at the battle of Bull Run. The 
honorable Senator from lowa says they did right 
in reward to the affair at the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi, because they sent our officers before a re- 
tuving board. They sent them there just exactly 

they sent there some of the officers of the finest 
character in the Navy, men of unblemished repu- 
tatlon—Commodore Stewart, Commodore Long, 
and others—men whose fame and reputation are 
without reproach and without suspicion. They 
were sent before the same retiring board. 

Mr.GRIMES,. ‘The Senator I suppose knows 
that Commodore Long volantarily retired, and 
that Commodore Stewart himself was chairman 
of the retiring board, and could not have gone be- 
fore the board. 

Mr. HALE. They have been all retired, some 
of them by the board before the last law was passed, 
and some of them by law. What l mean to say 
is that 1 do not see how the Senator can think that 
answered the necessity of an inquiry when they 
were simply honorably retired, exactly as other 
officers were, precisely in the same way. 

What I want to eall the attention of the Senate 


to is that there has been no inquiry. Does not the 


Senator know that the navy-yard at Norfolk, the 
vreatest naval depot we had, was abandoned and 
no sort of inquiry was ever instituted by the De- 
partment into that, not the slightest; and that there 
has been no inquiry made into anything, either in 
the Army or the Navy, from the very commence- 
ment of this contest upto the present hour? The 
honorable Senator from Vermont [Mr. Foor] sug- 
gests that he thought we ordered an investigation 
ito the surrender of the Norfolk navy-yard. We 


did not commence an investigation unti] months | 


and months after the transaction occurred, and we 


found that the Navy Department had failed to in- | 
stitute any Inquiry before the resolution was intro- | 


duced into the Senate. In my humble judgment, 
both these Departments have been exceedingly 
derelictin this matter. The very first thing which 
should be done when a disaster occurs to ourarms 
either on land orjon sea, is to institute an inquiry 
instantly, and it should be ascertained where the 
faults, if there is any fault, and justice should be 
meted out to those to whom the blame should be 
attached. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I merely rise to suggest 


whether any special inquiry can be necessary in || 


thisease. We have a standing committee of both 
Houses on the conduct of the war; and when that 


committee was appointed it was with the express | 
understanding, so stated in debate, that they should | 


inquire into all these matters that took place. I 
have heard no report from that committee. I sup- 


pose they have not thought it wise to make one. | 
‘Their inquiry has been going on. The matteris || 
in their hands, and no doubt they will institute in | 


this case such investigation as they think neces- 
sary, and will communicate with us in due time. 
I see no necessity for any special resolution, when 


we have that committee to act with the zeal and | 


abilily that every one admits belong to them. 

Mr. HALE. I move to amend the resolution 
by striking out*‘ the Committee on Naval Affairs,” 
and inserting “the committee on the conduct of 
the war,”’ so as to commit the inquiry to the com- 
mittee mentioned by the Senator from Maine. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 
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PURCHASE OF COLIN. 


On motion of Mr. FESSENDEN, the bill (H. 

R. No. 341) to authorize the purchase of coin and 
_ for other purposes, was considered as in Commit- | 
tee of the Whole. It proposes to authorize the | 


Secretary of the Treasury to dispose of any bonds 
or notes bearing interest authorized by law, for 


| coin, at such rates and upon such terms as he may 


deem most advantageous to the public interest; 
and that he may issue certificates of indebtedness 
such as are authorized by the act of March 1, 1862, 
to such creditors as may desire to receive them, 
in discharge of checks drawn by the disbursing 
officers upon sums placed to their credit on the 
books of the Treasury upon requisitions on the 
proper department, as well as in discharge of au- 
dited and settled accounts as already provided. 


The second section provides that the demand notes | 
authorized by the acts of July 17, 1861, and Feb- | 
ruary 12, 1862, shall, in addition to being receiv- | 


able in the paying of duties on imports, be receiv- 


able and lawful money and a legal tender in like | 


manner and for the same purposes andJo the same 


ruary 25, 1862. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Committee on Fi- 
nance have directed me to offer some amendments 
to the bill. The first is to strike out in lines one, 
two, and three, the words, **may dispose of any 


bonds or notes bearing interest authorized by law | 


for,’’ and insert, “*is hereby authorized to pur- 
chase;’’ so that the clause will read: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized 
to purchase coin at such rates, &c. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move further to amend 
the bill by inserting as a new section: 

And be it further enacted, That the limitation apon tem- 


porary deposits of United States notes with any Assistant | 
‘Treasurers or desiguated depositaries authorized by the Sec- || 
retary of the ‘Treasury to receive Such deposits at five per | 
cent. interest to $25,000,000, shall be so far modified as to | 
authorize the Seeretary of the Treasury to receive such | 


deposits to an amount not exceeding fifty millions of doltars. 


I desire before the Senate act upon this amend- 


'ment, if Senators will give me their attention for 
a moment, to explain what it means, inasmuch as | 


the matter was one of very considerable discus- 


The Senate will remember that in the bill to au- 


thorize the issue of United States notes, we in- | 


serted a clause by which any person holding a 
certain amount of them was authorized to deposit 


| them withasub-Treasurer,or any other designated 


depositary, and receive five per cent. interest for 
them, bavingthe right to withdraw them on giving 
ten days’ notice. That provision was limited to 
$25,000,000, giving also to the Secretary the power 
at any time on notice to stop the payment of the 
interest. ‘The experiment has been found, in the 
opinion of the Secretary, to lead to a very bene- 
ficial result. The banks of New York have agreed 
to deposit with the sub-Treasurer in New York, 
the amount of twenty or twenty-five millions at 
five per cent., and to receive the certificates author- 
ized by the act, and to use these certificates in the 
settlement of balances at the clearing house. The 
Secretary regards this asa very beneficial arrange- 
ment, a loan, in point of fact, of $20,000,000—if 
that is the amount; it is not less than that—to the 
Government at five per cent. interest, and a loan 


|; somewhat permanent, because it will be very | 
likely to remain; it will be the interest of the banks 


to have it remain so long as the arrangement be- 


tween them, to use these certificates in the settle- | 


ment of balances shall continue. But the Sen- 
ate will recollect that the amount is limited to 


| $25,000,000; and if New York can loan the Gov- | 


ernment $20,000,000 at five per cent. interest, for 
a considerable time, it will very nearly exhaust 
the amountto which the Secretary is limited. Bos- 
ton undoubtedly will require some portion, to be 
used in the same manner; Philadelphia another 


portion, not perhaps a large amount; and the west- | 


ern States may take perhaps something more, It 
becomes therefore advieuble, in the judgment of 
the Secretary, that the amount should be increased 
to $50,000,000, and he regards it as a loan and a 
very beneficial operation for the Government. 
The Committee on Finance have accordingly 


drawn up this section, which so far modifies the | 


limitation as to give him authority to veceive an 
amount of deposits not exceeding $50,000,000. 1 
am bound, however, to state, in regard to it, that 
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the Committee on Finance did not authorize or 
direct me to report this as a measure advised by 
the committee, inasmuch as there was so much 
discussion on the subject before and so much op- 
position to the original proposition, but simpl 
authorized me to report it for the purpose of lay- 
ing it before the Senate, in order that the Senate 
might judge for itself of the expediency of increas. 
ing the amount and removing the limitation thus 
far. The original power vested in the Secretary 
to stop, upon short notice, the payment of inter. 
est at any time he pleases, operates as a sufficient 
check upon the matter in case it should be found 
to work injuriously. There are, however, some 
arguments against it in the minds of some gentle. 
men which have been urged heretofore, and | have 
called the special attention of the Senate to the 
point in order that there may be no misapprehen- 
sion or misunderstanding about it after its action 
shall have been had. 

Mr.COLLAMER. I wish to make an inquiry 
of the Senator from Maine. The issue of Treas- 


| ury notes, I believe, is limited to $160,000,000, 
extent as the notes authorized by the act of Feb- |! 


Mr. FESSENDEN. One hundred and fifty 
millions of dollars. n 

Mr. COLLAMER. A bill for an additional! 
$10,000,000 was slipped in while the discussion 
was going on. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Butthe whole amountis 
limited to $150,000,000. While the $60,000,000 
are out but $90,000,000 of new notes wiil be is- 


| sued, except to replace those now out. 


Mr. COLLAMER. If they shall be replaced, 


the whole amount will be $160,000,000. 


Mr.FESSENDEN. The law limits the whole 
amount of United States demand notes out atany 
time to $150,000,000. If there are $60,000,000 


| now out, of course only $90,000,000 of new notes 


will be issued. 


Mr. COLLAMER. [I lay no particular stress 


| on that point; but the right to reissue the notes 


is in the Department. According to law now,a 
quantity of these notes, not exceeding $25,000,000, 
may be deposited and a certificate of deposit given 
bearing five percent. interest. Itis proposed here 


to carry that up to $50,000,000. The depositors 


| have a right to withdraw the notes when they 
sion in the Senate when the bill authorizing the || 
| issue of United States notes was before the body. 


please, giving ten days’ notice; and the Secretary 
of the Treasury has a right to give notice that he 
will stop the payment of interest, and then of 
course they would withdraw their deposits. In 
the mean time, as [ understaad, the notes that are 
deposited are subject to be reissued. Am I not 
right? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The same notes will be 
used, 

Mr. COLLAMER. That is really a reissue of 
them. Now, suppose a man deposits $1,000 in 
these notes, and takes his certificate of deposit. 


| The Treasury takes his notes and pays them out 


again while he holds the certificate. If the whole 
amountof $50,000,000 shall be deposited, and then 
the depositors should call for their notes, and in 
the mean time the Secretary of the Treasury has 
got out the entire $150,000,000, how will le let 
them have the notes? That is a question which 
needs answering. I understand the chairman of 
the Finance Committee to say that it cannot be 


| answered by him. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Nobody can answer 1t 


_ at the present time that Iam aware of. The whole 


matter is in the hands of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. It is to be presumed that he wil] man- 
age his affairs with ordinary skill and judgment, 
and that he will not deprive himself of the power 


/ to meet his obligations. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The morning hour 
having expired, it becomes the duty of the Chair 


| to call up the special order. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I hope it will be dispensed 
with until this bill shall be disposed of. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Carxie] is entitled to the floor on 


the special order. ; 
Mr. FESSENDEN. That was postponed until 


| two o’clock to-day, by a vote yesterday. 


Mr. CARLILE. 0, Sir; no vote was taken. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. There certainly was 


| vote taken. 


Mr. CARLILE. My understanding was that 
there was none, and I think the record will bear 
me out,‘ os 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Then the record is in- 
correct, for it certainly was so voted. 
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Mr. FOOT. I will explain the matter, as L hap- || be sold, and 
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the proceeds put into the public 


nened to be occupying the chairatthetime. Amo- || Treasury. The slaves are to be emancipated in 


tion was made to postpone the furtherconsideration | 


of the subject then under debate until to-morrow, 
that isto-day. One Senator indicated one o’clock, 
and another Senator indicated two o’clock. The 
Chair put the question on the general proposition 
to postpone until to-day, and it passed in the af- 
firmative, without designating the hour. That is 
the way it stands. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then it comes up 
at the expiration of the morning hour. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I move that the special 
order be postponed until this bill shall have been 
disposed of. 

Mr. CARLILE. I beg the Senator to defer the 
further consideration of his bill until I conclude 
the remarks which | design to make, and then he 
can take up this bill for consideration. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Ican only say to the Sen- 
ator that it is very important to the public interest 


that this bill shall pass the Senate and go to the | 


House of Representatives, so that our amend- 
ments may be acted upon there to-day. 
Mr. CARLILE. I shall get through in ample 


time for that I think. I am not very well; I have 


| 





not been well for a week past, and I prefer to go | 


on at this hour. ; 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Very well, sir. 
CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The special order 
is the bill (S. No. 151) to confiscate the property 


and free the slaves of rebels, on which the Senator | 


from Virginia is entitled to the floor. 
Mr. CARLILE. I do not propose, Mr. Pres- 
ident, to follow the example set us by my friend, 


. ce. oe | 
the honorable Senator from Illinois, [Mr. Brown- | 


inG,] who addressed the Senate yesterday, by 
saying what I may do in the future gpon the hap- 
pening of a contingency which, in my judgment, 
never can arise. I am content to deal with the 
present. 
the hour, I shall be satisfied; and in my opinion 
it would be well if we would, in this the day of 


our trial, act upon the maxim, “ Sufficient unto | 
the day is the evil thereof.’’ The bill under con- | 
sideration is entitled ** A bill to confiscate the || 
The ob- || 


property and free the slaves of rebels.” 
jects of the bill, as stated in the title, are, in my 
opinion, beyond the power of accomplishment, if 
we regard our constitutional obligations. The 
Supreme Court would have to pronounce such 
a law unconstitutional in any case arising under 
it, if it could be brought before that tribunal for 
its decision. The founders of the Government 
intended to secure to every citizen, and have so 
provided in the Constitution, the right to test the 
constitutionality of any congressional enactment 
before the Supreme Court; but here isa bill taking 
from more than one fourth of the entire popula- 
tion of this whole country all their property of 
every kind and description, reducing hoa to beg- 
gary and want, without judicial trial or legal in- 
vestigation. The bill denies to the citizen the 
constitutional right of testing the constitutionality 
of the act before the tribunal created by the Con- 
stitution. It would seem as if the authors of the 
bill, conscious of the unconstitutionality of the 
proposed measure, purposely framed it so that its 
constitutionality could not be pronoun@d upon 
by the Supreme Court. 

The bill proposes to éonfiscate to the use of the 
Governmental! the property, real and personal, 
belonging to the citizens of the seceded States 
who are or may be in the service of the so-called 
confederate States, or who in any way give aid 
and comfort to the rebellion. When it is remem- 
bered that the authors of the rebellion were in 
possession of the various State governments, and 
used the powerand machinery of their respective 
State governments to compel the people to ac- 
quiesce in their unconstitutional acts, and to rec- 
ognize their usurped authority, it will be seen 
that all the property of each and every citizen in 
the seceded States:would be forfeited under this 
bill. Such a rere Paes so unjust and 
cruel a measure, one better calculated to continue 
the war forever and exhaust the whole country, 
never has been in the history of the world, andi 
predict never will be again, proposed to any legis- 
ative assembly representing a civilized commu- 
nity. 

By the bill all the property, except slaves, is to 


If I can meet wisely the questions of | 
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| gress. 
; branch of the Government, performing its duties under cer 


violation of the Constitution and in disregard of 
the acknowledged constitutional rights of their 
owners and of the States wherein they reside. 
The want of power in Congress to interfere with 
slavery in the States where it exists has always 
heretofore been admitted; the most ultra aboli- 
tionists admit that Congress cannot interfere with 
slavery in the States, and because this is so the 


BE. 





denounce the Constitution as a covenant with | 


death and a league with hell. The ablest 
made this session in Congress in favor of con- 
verting the struggle in which we are engaged into 
an anti-slavery war, was made by the Represent- 
ative in the House from Kansas, [Mr. Conway. ] 
[tis a speech that must challenge the admiration 


|| of those who differ with its author, for its bold- 


ness, frankness, and candor. 
Kansas with directness meets the questions he 
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wall 


I have read from the speech of the member from 
Kansas, because, in my opinion, it is a represent- 
ative speech, and because he has had the boldness 
to avow what | believe are the real views of his 
party, but what his party associates, less bold 
than himself, for prudential reasons do not avow. 
If a member from a slave State had uttered such 
sentiments as those I have read from the speech 


| of the member from Kansas, the whole air would 


have been filled with the cry of disloyalty and his 
expulsion demanded. The press that clamored 
so loudly for the expulsion of the late Senator 
from Indiana and the rejection of the Senator from 
Oregon, is engaged in applauding the sentiments 
of the member from Kansas. Those sentiments 
are,as | have shown you, that unless the con- 
federate States are recognized as au independent 


| Power and war is waged upon them for the abo- 


The member from |, 


discusses; there is no mistaking his position. Not |) 


a dollar or a man will he vote for the restoration | 


of the Union. Millions for an anti-slavery war, 
not one cent tosuppress insurrection and to restore 
the supremacy of the Constitution and the laws. 
Do [ misrepresent him? Let him speak for him- 
self: 

** For one, I shall not vote another dollar or man for the 
war until it assumes a different standing, and tends directly 


to an anti-slavery result. Millions for freedom, but not one 
cent for slavery !”’ 


lition of slavery, not another man or dollar of 
money will the member from Kansas vote. Let 
a member from a slave State of either House de- 


| clare that he would—unless the so-called confed- 


/ erate States are recognized and war allowed, not 


to conquer the northern States and hold them as 
subject provinces, but only to secure constitu- 


tional guarantees for slavery in the Union—not 
|| vote another man or another dollar; how long, 
|| think you, would he or ought he to retain his seat 


in Congress? And yet what would be the differ- 


/ence? Whose utterances would be most disloyal, 


To accomplish his purpose—the abolition of | 


slavery—he would recognize the so-called con- 
federate States as an independent Power, and he 


Hear him again: 

**'To recognize the confederate States for their benefitis 
no part of our duty; but to shape our policy to accord with 
events, and enable us to fulfill a high purpose, is what we 
are imperatively called upon todo, ‘The fiction upon which 
we are now proceeding binds us to slavery; and hence the 
national arms, instead of being direeted against it, are held 
where they may at any moment be required to be turned to 
its defense. 

“The wish of the masses of our people is to conquer the 


| seceded States to the authority of the Union, and hold them 
| as subject provinces.”’ 


The member from Kansas admits that his pur- | 


poses cannot be accomplished constitutionally, 
and expressly refers to the bill now before the 


Senate, and shows it to be unconstitutional. Hear | 


him again: 


or, if you please, most treasonable ? 
For more than twenty-five years, Mr. Presi- 


| dent, the representatives of the abolitionists and 


: | of the secessionists have pulled the same string at 
| would conquer the seceded States and hold them || 


| as subject provinces. 


different ends, heretofore sitting together in the 


| same Congress and acknowledging the same coun- 


try. ‘They are still pulling the same string at dif- 
ferent ends of the string and each in his own end of 
the country. Both want the so-called confederate 
government recognized; both want the rebellion 
dignified by the name of war; both want their 
rights. The one wants you to acknowledge his 
right to take his slave into the Territories, not that 
he will ever take him there; the other wants you to 
acknowledge his right to liberate the slave in the 


| slave States, not that he would do it, for he will 


‘| not let the free negroes live in his State, and he 


** Slavery cannot be abolished in a State by act of Con- | 


The thing is impossible. Congress is the legislative 
tain constitutional limitations. 
outside of those limitations. 
the States themselves, or by the Executive in time of wer, 
on principles of public law, as ably expounded many years 
ago by Johu Quincey Adams. [fn the suppression of insur 


Slavery in the States is 


It can be abolished ouly by | 


rection, however, the Executive has not this power, unless | 


the insurgents have ceased to be parties to our constitu- 
tional Union; in which case they have, in fact, ceased to 
be insurgents, and become belligerents. 

“The overthrow of slavery by confiscating the property 
of rebel slaveholders seems to me to be utterly impractica 
ble, consistently with the plain requirements of the Con- 
stitution. A bill has recently been introduced into the Sen- 


ate to declare the property of all persons engaged in the | 


rebellion forfeit, and directing the President to execute its 


provisions summarily without the interposition of civil pro- | 


cess for trial or judgment. This bill is unconstitutional. 
The fifth amendment to the Constitution provides that, 
‘No person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law.’ And the sixth amendment is 
as follows: 

***In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy 
the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury 


of the State or district wherein the crime shall have been || 


committed, which district shall have been previously ascer- 
tained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause 
of the accusation; to be contronted with the witnesses 
against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining wit- 
nesses in his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel 
for his defense.’ 


** A bill has also been introduced into this body of similar || 


import, and obnoxious to the same objection, and likewise 
to a still stronger one. 
a State, and degrade it to the position of a Territory. Such 
an act as this is utterly at war with the theory of our Fed- 
eral system. It could not be carried into effect without 
destroying the nation, as it has heretofore existed. ts suc- 
cess would establish a precedent which would make the 
Federal Government the source of all power, and convert 
the States into mere corporations.”’ 


To accomplish his purposes, he would recog- 
nize the so-called confederate States as a separate 


nation, and wage war upon them because he be- | 


lieves that the laws regulating public war would 
enable him to deprive the citizens of those States 
of $2,000,000,000 worth of slave property. He 
says: 

**The conflict has now been progressing nine months, 


and has changed its character from an attempt to destroy 
an insurrection into a deliberate and settled war.”’ 


| the slave States. 


knows that they will not be permitted to live in 
The secessionist is fighting for 
his rights; the abolitionist would have you fight 
for his. Both contend that the Union is dissolved. 
Par nobile fratrum. People of America look at 
them! Behold a pair of noble brothers—abolition 
and secession; twins they are; spawned at the 
same time in the same muddy stream. 

The third section of this bill makes it the duty 
of the President to colonize the negroes at the cost 


\| of the Government, of course the Government to 











| 


| get the money by taxing the people. 


It is not 
enough to tax them for war purposes, but they 
must be taxed to pay overseers on Georgia and 


| South Carolina plantations; taxed to the tune of 


ten dollars an acre, to buy implements of hus- 


| bandry for all the land tilled by these overseers 


in Georgia and South Carolina; taxed to buy land 
in tropical climates; taxed to send negroes to trop- 
ical climates; in short, the people are to be taxed 
upon lying down and getting up, standing or walk- 
ing, asleep orawake, all for the glorious privilege 
ofevineing to the world that enlarged philanthropy 
thatcan view with complacency the sufferings and 
the groans of the white race, but is horrified at the 
sight of four millions of negroes comfortable, con- 
tented, and happy, unconscious of suffering until 
informed by some philanthropic Greeley; who was 
willing to permit their masters to withdraw them 
and the States in which they reside from the Gov- 


oer \| ernment to which the labor of the one and the pro- 
This jatter bill peopenee to abolish || 
e 


ductions of the other has contributed more than 
any other portion of our country to make it what 
it was a little more than one year ago—the proud- 
est, richest, and most prosperous on the globe. 
Mr. President, I was about to call the attention 
of the Senate to the third section of the bill, This 
section makes it the duty of the President to pro- 
vide for the transportation, colonization, and set- 
tlement of such emancipated negroes as may be 
willing to emigrate to some tropical climate, to be 
selected for them by the Executive. The bill fails 
to make provision for the negroes who shall be un- 
willing to leave the land of their birth and the homme 
of their nativity. That this latter class will com- 
prise at least ninet -nine hundreths ef the slaves, 
is a fact known to all acquainted with the race, and 
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I presume is known to the advocates of this meas- 

' | see from a speech reported 
in the Globe, made by a member of the House, 
coneurring in opinion with the advocates of this 
measure, that the negro’s attachment to his na- 
tive land is well understood by the member, {Mr. 
Davis, of Pennsylvania.| 1 will read the extract 
to which | refer: 


ure in the Senate. 


“ Yet of the 53.000 free blacks in Pennsylvania, only 
15,000 are not native born. Why have this people, with so 
many reasons to impel them, not migrated to the North? 
Why do they adhere With such persistence to their native 
oll?) This love of home is strikingly Ulustrated by the fol 
lowing figures from the census of 1850: Of the 54,333 free 
blacks in the State of Virginia, only 533 were born out of 
‘ie State; ef the 18,073 in Delaware, only 1,141; of the 

1729 in Maryland, only 1.067; and of the 27,463 in North 
Carolina, but 645 were born out of the State ; or of a total 
iree population in these four States of 174,000, only 3,686 
we foreign born, or a trifle over two percent. This shows 
plainty that the black is not migratory, and that our people 
have little toapprehend from a race thus deep-rooted in the 
oil of the Bouth. Is it not doing violence to right reason 
ind the facts to assume that the negro would abandon the 
home that he has clung to under such adverse circum- 
stances, with the first step towards rendering his existence 
tolerable? | am satisfied that gentlemen have allowed their 
prejudice to cloud their judgment; and when they come to 
review the facts, they will agree with me that, with eman 
cipation, the exodus of the negro will be southward, and 
that soon, of all the tree blacks resident in the cold North, 
one halt or more would take up the line of march to the 
sunny land of Dixie 


“<< Where the yam will grow, the cotton blow, 
They'll raise the rice and corn; 
And uever they’ll fear if never they hear 
"The driver blow his horn. ”’ 


Assuming that the attachment of the negro to 
his ** native soil’? isas Mr. Davis represents, and 


that all the free negroes in the non-slaveholding || 


States are, as he intimates, to be colonized for 
ettlementin the now slaveholding States, and that 
the advocates of this bill so understand their pro- 
posed schemes of emancipation, colonization, and 
cttlement, the conclusion that it is their purpose 
to Africanize American society in the southern 
States is irresistible, If this be their purpose, I 
assure them they are mistaken. Self-preservation 
would compel the States within which slavery 


now exists, if the slaves were emancipated, either | 
to expel them from the State or reénslave them. If 


expelled, where would they go? The non-slave- 


holding States, many of them,exclude them by ex- | 
press constitational provision; others would do so, | 


for we are told by the advocates of emancipation 
that the negro ts not to be permitted, when liber- 
ated, to come into their States, What follows? 
Extermination or reénslavement, Can it be pos- 
sible that the Christian sentiment of the North, 
which it is said demands the abolition of slavery, 
desires the extermination of the negro race? Such, 
I trust, is not the sentiment of any considerable 
number of persons anywhere. The result would 
be that the States would do what they have the 
acknowledged constitutional right todo, reénslave 
them. 
white race would demand their reénslavement, 
and it would be done. I ask, then, what good to 
either race would be accomplished by the passage 
of this section of the bill? 


The Senator from Ilinois,[Mr. Trumpuxt,] the | 


patron of this billgas | understood him, admitted 
the want of power in Congress to forfeit real es- 
tate for a longer period than the life of the owner. 
if l am in error, [ desire to be corrected. 


Mr. ' TRUMBULL. The Senator certainly mis- | 


understood me. [said that I was inclined to think 


Congress could not forfeit the real estate of a con- | 
vieted traitor longer than for life; but the bill which | 


is pending proposes not to forfeit the reaj estate 


of convicted traitors, but to forfeit the property of | 


persous who cannot be convicted, who are beyond 
ihe reach of judicial process. Itis nota bill against 
persons who can be reached by judicial process. 

Mr. CARLILE. I thank the Senator, because 


I desire to understand his position. I now under- 


stand him to say that, while it is not in the power | 
of Congress, aided by the judicial department of | 
the Government, upon trial and conviction for | 
treason, to confiscate the real estate of the traitor | 


beyond his life, Congress can yet of itself, with- 
out the intervention of the judicial department of 
the Government, infliet that punishment, not upon 
a convicted traitor, but upon one who in the eye 
of the law is presumed to be innocent until he is 
proven to be guilty. That is to say, you may 
without conviction impose a heavier penalty than 
can be imposed upon guilt being ascertained and 
judgment being pronounced. ie is worse than I 


supposed. Sucha proposition I shall not detain 


| the Senate by discussing. 


_ Court has said that ‘a bill of attainder may effect 


| and penalties is a bill of attainder. The true defini- 
| tion of a bill of attainder, is any bill providing for 
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Sees genet penetnnaemees 


| the rules by which separate and independent na- 
The wellbeing, if not the existence, of the || 


| the foundation of all our institutions, that this is 


of the unrestrained will of Congress. 


The Senator referred us, in his argument, to 
severalbdecisions of the Supreme Court. I haveex- | 
amined those cases. Notone of them bears upon | 
his proposition. In Brown’s case the court seem | 
to say that Congress can by legislation provide for 
the confiscation of enemy property. ‘This is not 
authority for the confiscation of the private prop- | 
erty of our own citizens, although they may be reb- | 


els. The Constitution provides against the con- || 


fiscation or forfeiture of the estate of the latter inas | 
plain language as it forbids the enactment of bills | 
of attainder. That this bill is a bill of attainder, as | 
such bills have been defined by our own judges, | 
is beyond the shadow of a doubt. The Supreme 


the life ofan individual, or may confiscate his prop- 
erty, or both.”? Judge Tucker says a bill of pains | 





the infliction of punishment by Congress for po- 
litical offenses, without the intervention of the 
judicial department of the Government—without 
legal trial. Such bills the Constitution prohibits | 
and forbids, and takes care to secure to the citizen 
a jury trial, and to secure him from being deprived 
of his property without due process of law. Con- 
gress can as well pass a bill making it the duty of 
the President to order the seizure by such officers, 
military or civil, as he may designate, of all per- | 
sons in the seceded States, and direct the officers 
so seizing them to hang them without the inter- 
vention of judge or jury, as they can pass this bill 
which makes it the duty of the President to order 
such officers as he may designate, military orcivil, | 
to seize the property of the citizens of the seceded 
States, and confiscate it. 

3ut, say the advocates of confiscation, there 
ought to be such a power, and therefore we will 
enactsuchalaw. How differentsuch sentiments 
from those given us by the Father of his Country. 
Washington says: 





“Tf, in the opinion of the people, the distribution or mod 
ification of constitutional powers be wrong in any partic 
ular, fet it be corrected by an amendment in the way which 


| this monstrous principle, that the conqueror is absolute m 
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March 11, 
suffer but indirectly by the war; and the conquest only sub- 
jects them to a new master. 

* But if the entire State be conquered, if the nation be 
subdued, in what manner can the victor treat it, Without 
transgressing the bounds of justice? What are his rights 
over thé conquered country? Some have dared to adva; 


ance 


. ‘ ‘ os as- 
ter of his conquest; that he may dispose of it as his prop- 


erty; that he may treat it as he pleases, according to the 


| common expression of treating a State as a conquered coun- 


try; and hence they derive one of the sources of despotic 

government.’’—Vattel’s Law of Nations, book 3, chap. 13 

secs, 200, 201. , 
In pursuing the same subject, he says: 


** But if the conqueror thinks proper to retain the sover- 
eignty of the conquered State, and has a right to retain jr 
the same principle mustalso determine the manner in which 
he is to treat that State. If it is against the sovereign alone 
that he has just cause of complaint, reason plainly evinces 


| that he acquires no other rights by his conquest than such 


as belonged to the sovereigu whom he has dispossessed, and, 
on the submission of the people, he is bound to govern them 
according to the laws of the State.?°~—Vattel’s Law of Na 


| tions, book 3, chap. 13, sec. 201. 


Without detaining the Senate, I will read the 


|| concluding sentence of another paragraph on the 


same subject, wherein the writer says: 
‘Surely it is enough that an innocent people suffer the 
calamities of war: must even peace itself become fatal to 


| them ???—Jbid, book 3, chap. 13, see. 390. 


And again he says: 
* For the same reason, he who declares war does not con- 
fiscate the immovable property”’— 


this bill proposes to do that— 


** possessed in his country by his enemy’s subjects. By 
permitting them to purchase and possess such property, he 
has in that respect admitted them into the number of his 


| subjects.’’—Ibid, book 3, chap. 5, sec. 323, 


Justice Story, in treating of the clause in the 


| Constitution giving to Congress power to punish 


treason, but forbidding the forfeiture of the estate 


_ for a longer period than life, says: 


**T wo motives probably concurred in introducing it as 
an express power. Ong was, not to leave it open to impli 
cation whether igawas to be exclusively punishable with 
death, according to the known rule of the common law, and 


| with the barbarous accompaniments pointed out by it, but 


the Constitution designates. But let there he no change by || 


usurpation ; for though this in one instance may be the in- 


strument of good, it is the customary weapon by whieh |! 


free governments are destroyed. The precedent must al- | 
ways greatly overbalance in permanent evil any partial or 
transient benefit which the use can at any time yield.”’ 


Mr. President, the advocates of this bill would 


to confide the punishment to the discretion of Congress. 
The other was, to impose some limitation upon the nature 
and extent of the punishment, so that it should not work 
corruption of blood or forfeiture beyond the life of the 
offender.’’°—Story on the Constitution, book 3, sec. 1297. 

Again, he says: 

* Bills of attainder, as they are technically called, are 
such special acts of the legislature as inflict capital punish- 
ments upon persons supposed to be guilty of high offenses, 
such as treason and felony, without any conviction in the 


| ordinary course of judicial proceedings.”’—Ibid, book 3, sec. 


have us believe that although in time of peace the || 


Constitution is the paramount law of the land, in 
time of war it ceases to be of binding obligation, and 
therefore feeling the want of constitutional power 
they seek to show, by citations from Grotius and 
others, that such a measure is authorized by the 
law of nations, forgetting that the laws of war fix 


tions are to be governed when engaged in war with 
each other. Senators who contend for the power 
to enact this bill ignore the great fact which lies at 


a Government of limited powers, clearly defined in | 
a written Constitution forbidding the exercise of 
any power not authorized by it, and denying to 
the legislative branch of the Government the au- 
thority to enact any law which is not authorized 
by a grant of power. 

It is unnecessary to detain the Senate by a ref- 
erence to authorities to show that this is a Gov- 
ernment of limited powers, such as | have stated 
itto be. Itisan admitted truth that no man, I take 
it, at this day will dispute. But, Mr. President, 
I deny that the laws of war authorize any such 
measure as this bill proposes; and f go further, and 
deny that even if sanctioned by the laws of war 
Congress could enact any such law, unless the 
power were given in the Constitution. I deny,as 
Senators seem to suppose, that in time of rebel- 
lion the Constitution is a dead letter. I deny 
what the rebels assert, and what Senators seem to 
admit, that the act of rebellion has destroyed con- 
stitutional government, and left us at the mercy 


| what Vattel says of these confiscation proposi- 


| 
1} 
il 
| 
t] 


| tions. 


In speaking of the ancient rules of war, 
he says: 


“* But at present war is less dreadful in its consequences 
to the subject ; matters are conducted with more humanity ; 
one sovereign makes war against another sovereign, and 
not against the unarmed citizens. ‘The conqueror seizes 
on the possessions of the State, the public property, while 
private individuals are permitted to retain theirs. They 


Let us see 
| 
| 


1344. 


1 will not detain the Senate by reading the 
whole paragraph, but I will call the attention of 
the Senate to this: 


The punishment has often been inflicted without call- 
ing upon the party accused to answer, or without even the 
formality of proof; and sometimes, because the law, in its 
ordinary course of proceedings, would acquit the offender. 
The injustice and iniquity of such acts, in general, con- 
stitute an irresistible argument against the existence of the 
power. In a free Government it would be intolerable ; and 
in the hands of a reigning faction it might be, and probably 
would be, abused to the ruin and death of the most virtu- 
ous citizens.”°—Ibid, book 3, sec. 1344. 


Mr. President, this bill does not forfeit the pri- 
vate property of alien enemies, inhabitants of the 


|| enemy’s country, but it proposes to take all the 


| property belonging to our own citizens who have 
| been compelled to submit to a power they could 


_ physical 


not resist, which claims to be both a de facto and a 
de jure gyyernment, and which does possess the 

orce to compel obedience to it from those 
within its limits. This Government—the Federal 
Government—which claims the allegiance of these 


| citizens has been unable to relieve them or to pro- 


tect them in their assertion of that allegiance. Are 
not allegiance and protection mutual obligations, 
and when you fail to afford the one will you pun- 
ish for the want of the other, when it was not in 
the power of the citizen to give it, and when, if 
proclaimed, it would have cost him his life? 

It should never be forgotten, but always borne 
in mind, that the struggle in which we are en- 


_ gaged is not on our part, constitutionally speak- 


ing, a war. We are not engaged in war. Con- 
gress makes war, declares war. Congress has 
made no such declaration; nor has Congress de- 
clared, as in the case of the war with Mexico, that 
war exists. When we speak of war generally we 
mean public war. If we do not, we use some eX- 
pression to define the kind of war of which we 
speak, as civil war, servile war, and the like. The 
war spoken of by the writers on the laws of war 
quoted in this debate is public war, that which 
takes place between nations or sovereigns, where 
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one nation seeks toenforce its alleged rights against 
another and separate nation; where, in the lan- 
cuage of Scripture, ‘‘ nation lifts up the sword 
sgainstnation.”’ Thestrugglein which weare now 
engaged is not, strictly speaking, even acivil war; 
but is, on our part, an effert to suppress insur- 
rection, as an extract from Vattel willshow. The 
war of the Revolution was a civil war. Why? 
Because there was justice on the side of those who 
were in rebellion. They had right on their side; 
and whenever you speak of a civil war to a man 
who understands its definition, you admit that 
there is some justice for that war. I deny that 
there is any justice for this rebellion. Itis an 
unholy and wicked effort on the part of ambitious 
men to enslave the people and make them sub- 
servient to their own wicked purposes. Senators 
will mark the distinction which Vattel makes, be- 
cause I shall call their attention to the definition 
of insutrection presently: 

«The name of rebels is given to all subjects who unjustly 
take up arms against the ruler of the society, whether their 
view be to deprive him of the supreme authority, or to 
resist his commands in some particular instance, and to 
impose conditions on him.” 

Sir, are not these people rebels? 


** A popular commotion in a concourse of people who as- 
semble in a tumultuous manner, and refuse to listen to the 
voice of their superiors, whether the design of the assem- 
bled multitude be leveled against the superiors themselves, 
or only against some private individuals. Violent commo- 
tions of this kind take place when the people think them- 
selves aggrieved, and there is no order of men who so fre- 
quently give rise to them as the tax-gatherers. If the rage 
ofthe malcontents be particularly leveled at the magistrates, 
or others vested with the public authority, and they proceed 
to a formal disobedience or acts of open violence, this is 
called a sedition. When the evil spreads, when it infects 
the majority ot the inhabitants of a city or province, and 
gains such strength that even the sovereign is no longer 
obeyed, it is usual more particularly to distinguish such a 
disorder by the name of insurrection.’’—Vattel, book 3, 
chap. 18, sees. 288, 289. 

Now, what is the definition of civil war? 

‘When a party is formed in a State who no longer obey 
the sovereign, and are possessed of sufficient strength to op- 
pose him—or when, ina republic, the nation is divided into 
two opposite factions, and both sides take uparms—this is 
called a civil war. Some writers confine this term to a just 
insurrection of the subjects against their sovereign, to dis- 
tinguish that lawful resistance from rebellion, which is an 
open and unjustresistance. But whatappellation will they 
give to a war which arises in a republic torn by two fac- 
tions, or in a monarchy, between two competitors for the 
crown? Custom appropriates the term of ‘ civil war’ to 
every war between the members of one and the same po- 
litical society. If it be between part of the citizens on one 
side, and the sovereign with those who continue in obedi- 

‘ence to him on the other, provided the malcontents have 
any reason ”’— 
mark— 
‘for taking up arms, nothing further is required to entitle 
such disturbance to the name of civil war, and uot that of re- 
bellion.—Vattel’s Law of Nations, book 3, chap. 18, sec. 292. 

Sir, I deny that thisisacivil war. I deny that 
there was anything to justify the men who inau- 
gurated it. pronounce it a rebellion, and those 
who are engaged in it are rebels. 

I deny, therefore, that if Congress were not 
restrained by the Constitution the laws of war 
would authorize or justify the enactment of sucha 
law as the bill proposes; but whether right or 
wrong in this proposition, I plant myself upon the 
Constitution, deny the power, and challenge con- 
tradiction. I assert what will not be denied, that, 
prior to the rebellion, the advocates of this bill 
themselves admitted the want of power in Con- 
gress to interfere with slavery, or to chahge the 
status of the slave in the slaveholding States. No 
Senator has shown, or can show, any grant of 
power in the Constitution to warrant the enact- 
ment of such a law, or from which the power to 
do so is deducible. The want of such a power is 
conclusive, and should end the discussion. 

1 will read, however, from the eighty-fourth 
number of the Federalist, written by Mr. Hamil- 
ton, who certainly is believed at this day to have 
claimed as large powers as the most latitudinous 
construction could give to the Constitution. He 
is endeavoring to show why a bill of rights was 
not necessary: 

**T go further, and affirm that bills of rights, in the sense 
and to the extent they are contended for, are not only un- 
necessary in the proposed constitution, but would even be 
dangerous. They would contain various exceptions to 
powers not granted; and on this very account would afford 
a colorable pretext to claim more than were granted. For 
why declare that things shall not be done, which there is 
no power to do? Wiizy, for instance, should it be said that 
the liberty of the press shall not be restrained, when no 


power is given by which restrictions may be imposed ?””— 
Federalist, p. 530. 


Again, I call the attention of Senators to the 





| 


very first section of the first article of the Consti- | 


tution itself: 


* All legislative powers herein@rranted shall be vested in 
a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a 
Senate and House of Representatives.”’ 

Then, sir, itis only the legislative power granted 
in the instrument that the Senate and House of 
Representatives can exercise, and none other. | 


go further, and show that not only is there no | 


such power given in the Constitution, but the ex- 
ercise of such a power is expressly forbidden; 
first by the clause declaring that 

** No bill of attainder or ex post facto law shall be passed.”’ 

Again, by the clause declaring, 

** The Congress shall have power to declare the punish- 
ment of treason, but no attainder of treason shall work cor- 
ruption of blood or forfeiture, except during the life of the 
person attainted.”’ 

Again, by the fifth article of the amendments, 


** No person shall be held to answer fora capital or other- 
wise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict- 
ment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces or in the militia when in actual service in time 
of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for 
the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; 
nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness 
against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law; nor shall private property be 
taken for public use without just compensation.” 

Again, by the seventh article of theamendments: 

In suits at common law, where the value in contro- 
versy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury 
shall be preserved ; and no facttried by a jury ehall be other- 
wise reéxamined in any court of the United States than 
according to the rules of the common law.”’ 


Where but twenty dollars is involved, the right 


cured by the Constitution; and yet under this bill 
all that the citizen may have is swept from him 
withouteven the first process known to our courts 
being served upon him. 

It is incumbent upon Senators who, prior to the 
rebellion, admitted that Congress could not inter- 
fere with slavery in the States where it exists, but 
who are now the advocates of this bill, to show 
the clause in the Constitution conferring upon 
Congress the power claimed. 


Congress has the | 


| God grant that again we ma 
by the silken cord of brotherly love, never to be 


power to legislate for the suppression of insurrec- | 


tion, but the insurrection must be suppressed and | 


the rebellion put down by constitutional means, 
and in a constitutional way, otherwise all that 
would be necessary to overthrow the Constitution 
and destroy the Government under it, would be 
to incite insurrection. If Congress were not to 
suppress insurrection by constitutional means and 
in a constitutional way, there would be nothing 
for the loyal citizen to fightfor. He readily obeys 
his country’s call, and enrolls himself in its mili- 
tary service. Why,and for what? That the Con- 
stitution may be overthrown, that his fellow-citi- 
zens in the rebellious States may be deprived of 
thejr constitutional rights secured to them by the 
common bond? No, sir; God forbid. He takes 
up arms for no such purpose; he enlists under the 
banner of his country to uphold itand all the rights 
of which itis the emblem. He spills his blood 
that the constitutional Government under which 


he has lived may be preserved, and all his consti- | 


tutional rights maintained. 


der sacrificed his life. Patriot soldier he was. 
Long will his memory live in the hearts of the 
loyal people of my State. He it was that led our 
troops to battle and to victory at Philippa and Rich 
Mountain. Itis one of the proudest recollections 


. It was for this, and | 
| this alone, as | know full well, that the brave Lan- 


of my life that I urged upon the President and his | 


Cabinet his nomination as brigadier general. I 
reflect with satisfaction upon my agency in pro- 
curing his nomination. I will not now check the 


unbidden tear that fills my eyes while I recall be- 


fore me his manly form and reflect upon his heroic 
courage. No man ever guarded more carefully the 
honor of his country, or more scrupulously pro- 
tected the rights of private property. 

Mr. President, Massachusetts’s son was made a 
Virginia brigadier. Your records will show that 
it was Frederick W. Lander, of Virginia, that the 
President nominated and the Senate confirmed. 


Virginia adopted him as her son, and she claims | 
the privilege to mingle her tears with those of his | 


own native State. This is as it should be between 
States united as are the States of this Union, 
under one Constitution, having one country and 
one destiny. Let us remember that to the united 
efforts, in war and in peace, of Massachusetts and 
Virginia and their sister States we are indebted for 


| our glorious Constitution. IL would acknowledge 


OBE. 
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also our indebtedness to Massachusetts for loan- 
ing to us, through her Governor, in our darkest 
hour last spring, two thousand stand of arms. 
Such recolfections are themes upon which I love 
to dwell. Would to God there had been in the past 
nothing inconsistent with the kind and friendly 
service to which I have referred. Let us bury 
forever all recollection of what has occurred to 
interrupt the kindly relations between the two old 


| States or between the sections of our common 


country. Let us again be a united and a happy 


| people, animated by that fraternal feeling so ne- 


| kind] 








| erty and free the slaves of private individuals. 


| into acts of war. 


cessary to our peace and prosperity as a nation. 
be bound together 


broken; each State vieing with the other in the 

; discharge of every constitutional obligation 

and all frowning indignantly upon the first dawn- 

ing of any attempt to alienate the sections or to 
disturb the harmony of the whole. 

Mr. President, the Senator frofm Maine the 


| other day argued that we were engaged in a war, 


and contended that Congress had the power to do 
what he said the law of nations authorized sov- 
ereign and independent nations engaged in public 
war to do. Assuming his weshionny he argued to 
prove what the rebels have been striving to make 
the world believe, that the so-called confederate 
States were a nation and an independent Power, 
entitled to be recognized as a belligerent Power, 
and therefore, according to his assumption, as we 
have the right to confiscate the property of a bel- 


| ligerent Power, we have the right to pass this bill 
of trial by jury is secured, and admitted to be se- || 


and confiscate, not the property of the belliger- 
ent, but all the property, lands, and goods of pri- 
vate individuals inhabiting the domain over which 
the government of this belligerent Power extends. 
If the Senator be right, we should cease to com- 
plain of England for so far recognizing the so- 
called confederate States as a belligerent as to 
maintain a neutral position between us. 

The Senator from Maine follows the Represent- 
ative from Kansas, from whose speech I have 
quoted, and contends that the conduct of the rebels 
invests this nation with the high prerogatives of 

yar. In other words the unconstitutional acts of 
rebels confer upon Congress powers not dele- 
gated by the Constitution. I humbly submit to 
the Senator if he has not done what no foreign 
Government has yet done, and what we would be 
ready to resent if any foreign Government were 
to do—recognized by his speech the pretended 
confederate government. He has gratified the 
conspirators by dignifying their rebellious acts 
He would concede to them what 
they claim, that they are not engaged in rebellion, 
but in waging war against a foreign Government; 
for the Senator from Maine has arrived at the con- 
clusion, to use his own language, that we are ina 
state of involuntary war with a belligerent Power, 


| and therefore he would confiscate the property, 
| not of the belligerent, for the belligerent has none 
| —the custom-houses, forts, dock-yards, mints, 


&c., are ours—but he would confiscate the prop- 
I 
confess I do not understand the Senator’s logic. 
Weare notat war, Mr. President, with a belliger- 
ent Power, but with rebellious citizens. The Sen- 
ator from Maine asks how shall it ever be known 
when we are in a state of war? I reply, Con- 
gress will inform him. The Constitution confers 
upon Congress the power to declare war. 

I object to this bill because it violates an ex- 
press provision of the Constitution in this: the 
Constitution declares that no person shall be de- 


| prived of life, liberty, or property without due 


ro of law, and that private property shall not 
e taken for public use without just compensa- 
tion. This bill, as the Senator from Illinois ex- 
plained a little while ago, without judicial aceu- 
sation or trial, would sweep from the entire pop- 
ulation of the seceded States the property of every 
person residing therein. It dispenses with the 


| judicial tribunals of the country, condemns with- 


out a hearing, and punishes without a trial. In 
short, it does what the Constitution expressly for- 
bids—executes itself. I inquire, was there ever 
before such a proposition submitted to any legis- 
lative assembly in any civilized country on the 
face of the earth? 

In the same letter, to which I before referred, 
Mr. Hamilton quotes Justice Blackstone: 


“To bereave a man of life,” says he, “ or by violence to 
confiscate his estate, without accusation or trial, would be 
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£6 gross and notorious an act of d potisim as must at once 
convey the alarm of tvranny throughout the whole nation; 
but confinement of the person by secretly hurrying him to 
jail, where li ulf-riogs are unknown or torgoiten, isa bess 
public, al striking, and theretore a more dangerous en- 
gine of arbitrary Government.”’ 


And as a remedy for this fatal evil, he is every- 
where peculiarly emphatical in his encomiums on 
the habeas corpus act, which in one place he calls 
‘the puLwark of the Briush constitution.”’ (Fed- 
eralist, p. 033.) 

This paragraph from Justice Blackstone cited, 
as J have shown, by Mr. Hamilton, in the num- 
ber of the Federalist to which | have referred, 
shows conclusively that such a proposition as this 
would not be authorized by the Constitution, and 
would be exercised only by the veriest despotism. 

The friends of this measure contend that it is 
necessary to the suppression of the rebellion. 
liow can this be? It can only be enforced where 


| sistent with his nature, struggling for existence, 

and would add to our difficulties by reviving sec- 
i¢ j ; : 

tional feads by which we have been torn and dis- 

tracted in order to secure the accomplishment of 


|, the wishes of those who have for years denounced 


rebellion has never existed, or where it has been | 


suppressed, How can you execute this law in 
those States and districts where all your laws are 
successfully resisted ? 
property of rebels you must first be able to pos- 
sCO8S yourselves of it, 
your armies have preceded you, and where the 
rebels have been dispersed. ‘This bill can only be 
enforced in the districts occupied by your Army 


Before you confiscate the | 


You can only do this where | 


or by loyal citizens who recognize their obliga- | 


lion to the Constitution and laws, and who will 
aid you in their enforcement. If the mere pas- 

iwe of an act would put down the rebellion, all 
you have to do js to pass an act confiscating all 
the powder inthe seceded States, and the rebellion 
is ended atonce. ‘The absurdity of suchan effect 
to be produced by the mere passage of a bill to 


operate in States where you are unable to enforce | 


any law must be apparent to all. 
! 
upon your statute-book, a dead letter in the se- 
ceeded States until you shall have crushed out the 
rebellion and suppressed the insurrection. When 
that is done, this bill cannot aid in suppressing 
What is not in existence. 

Mr. President, is it expedient to beggar six 
millions of your people? Will the avowal of such 
a purpose have the effect to strengthen the loyal 
sentiment of the seceded States? Will it confirm 
aud bring to your aid the hesitating and doubtful, 
or will it not rather, if that be possible, make 
more desperate those now arrayed against you, 
increase their power, and bring to them an active 
strength that has up to this time kept aloof from 
the struggle? What will be its effect upon the 
thousands that have been impressed into the rebel 
army who are now anxiously looking for an op- 
portunity to rush to your standard? There is 


scarcely a family of any size in all the loyal por- | 


tion of my State that has not one or more mem- 
bers of it, or some one connected with it in the 
rebel service, or who have not in some way aided 
the rebellion, It has divided parents from their 


This bill, if it 
become a law, like all of your laws, will remain | 


children, brother from brother, and separated hus- | 


band and wife. L will, with the permission of the 
Senate, read an extract from a letter | received 
yesterday from a highly respectable lady, a resi- 
dent of north wegern Virginia,a daughter of a late 
judge of the United States, and a grand-daughter 
of a former Governor of the State of Ohio, and a 
member of the Cabinets of Mr. Madison and Mr. 
Monroe. 


**[T have never had atline from my husband since last 
August, and am not in communication with bim atall. It 
is ouly through Mrs, ——, who returned a fortnight ago, that 
I know his whereabouts. I do not and never have thought 
secession a practical or desirable move. Lhave been here 
with my children making every effort to send or to go to 
Dixie to induce him to return. You know that | was pos- 
sessed of suflicient means to at least live comfortably before 
our marriage, but as it consisted of votes, bonds, and moncy, 
it has been almost all reconverted into other property, and 
can be all taken. | cannot believe it is the intemion and 
desire of the wise and humane rulers of this country to 
throw upon the world without means of subsistence unol- 
tending women and innocent children.” 


Mr. President, is it expedient to deprive de- 
crepid age and helpless infancy of the means of 
support? If we do this thing, the cry of the widow 
and the wail of the orphan will go up to heaven, 
and the God ef the widow and the Father of the 
fatherless will say in the storm-cloud: ** Venge- 
ance is mine,and I will repay, saith the Lord.’ 

The imcendiary press of this country seize upon 
the hour that exhibits to the gaze of the world the 
heart-rending spectacle of the only Governmenton 
earth where man enjoys as much liberty as is con- 


| 


| 
! 


i 


the Constitution of Washington and his compa- 
triots as a covenant with death and a league with 
hell. This, too, at a moment when the efforts of 
all should be directed to the single object of ex- 
tinguishing the flames lighted by the fires of rebel- 
lion. The temple of liberty is on fire, and instead 
of an honest effort on the part of all to save the 
noble structure, the anti-slavery element is en- 
gaged in an unholy effort to destroy the southern 
wing, not seeming to know or care that the de- 
struction of part involves the loss of the whole. 
The rebels have applied the torch, and the anti- 
slavery element say, let it go, unless the entire 
southern portion is shorn of its fair proportions, 
its dimensions narrowed and contracted, and its 
| occupants made dependent upon our will and sub- 
| servient to our views. These are they who at- 
| tribute this wicked rebellion to the existence ot 
slavery, and who, by misrepresentations, would 
lead the people they ought to honestly instruct to 
war upon the Constituuon., From such teachings 
we are warned by the Father of his Country m 
his Farewell Address— 


|} “One of the expedients of party to acquire influence || 


within particular districts is to misrepresent the opinions 
and aims of other districts.’ 


These are they who say if there had been no 


well might they attribute the rebellion to the 
Union, for if there had been no Union there would 
have been no rebellion against it. Has the coun- 
try forgotten that thirty years ago a similar at- 
tempt at rebellion was initiated, and would have 
grown to as great proportions, perhaps, as the 
present, if a Buchanan instead of a Jackson had 
been the Chief Magistrate? And do we not know 
that the tariff was then the pretext? Who, atthat 
day, insisted that commerce should be destroyed, 
or said if there had been no commerce there would 
have been noattemptatrebellion? No, Mr. Pres- 
ident, Mr. Yancey and his associates spoke the 
truth when they wrote tothe British minister * that 
it was from no fear that the slaves would be lib- 
erated that secession took place.’’ The true cause, 


men who now clamor that this shall be made an 
anti-slavery war. They would convertthe holy 
struggle in which we are engaged for a restoration 
of the Union into a wicked crusade againstslavery, 
bringing down upon us the just vengeance of a 
righteous God and the denunciations of the whole 
civilized world. So long as our efforts are con- 
fined to a vindication of the Constitution and a 
restoration of the Union, we have the sympathies 
of the good throughout the earth, and, I sincerely 
believe, the approval of Heaven; for are we not 
| engaged in astruggle to maintain religious as well 
as civil liberty? The cause of the rebellion wasa 
determination on the part of its authors to rule 
or ruin. The opposition to & restoration of the 


restoration of the Union buries in the same grave 
abolitionists and secessionists. In life their labors 
have tended to the same end; itis fitting that they 
should be consigned to the same grave. May 
Heaven speed their demise. 

Mr. President, it is for us to preserve the best 
Government on earth, and to keep inviolate our 
| plighted faith. The passage of this bill would be 
a violation of the nation’s faith as pledged through 
the Executive and Congress, and a fraud upon 
| our people. What was the call of the President 
| to which your citizen soldiers so promptly re- 
| sponded? Was it not to aid him in the enforce- 
| 
| 
} 





ment of the laws, protect the nation’s property, 
and to enable him to keep his oath of office, by 
which be swore to preserve, protect, and defend 
| the Constitution, and to see that the laws were 
faithfully executed? Did not the Presidentin his 
inaugural address declare: 
“{ have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere 
| withthe institution of slavery in the States where it exists. 
I believe [ have no lawful right to do so, and I have no in- 
| clination to do so.” 
And did he not, in his annual message to Con- 
| gress, in July last, say: 
‘ Lest there be some uneasiness in the minds of candid 
men as to what is the course of the Government towards 


| the southern States, after the rebellion shall have been sup- 


pressed, the Executive deems it proper to say it will be his 


the real motive, is thé same that influences the | 


Union is to be attributed to the same cause. The | 





slavery there would have been no rebellion. As 





| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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purpose then, as ever, to be guided by the Constitution an i 
the laws; and that he will probably have no ditferep1 under 

standing of the powers and duties of the Federal Govern. 
ment relating to the rights of the States and the | 
under the Constitution, than that expresse 
address.”? 


Did not your present General-in-Chief, in Ma 


i , pr Ople 
d in the inaugural 


_last, when he entered my State at the head of 
_ our brave friends from Ohio and Indiana who re- 
| sponded to the President’s call, assure us that he 
| came not to make war upon us or our institutions, 


but that he came to crush out treason and deliver 
us from the power of traitors. Hear him: 
** Notwithstanding all that has been said by the traitors 


| to induce you to believe that our advent among you wij] be 
| signalized by interference with your slaves, understand one 


thing clearly, not only will we abstain from all such inter. 
ference, but we will, on the contrary, With an iron hand. 
crush any attempt at insurrection on their part.” 


What was the mission of the brave Burnside, 


| and the equally brave Goldsborough, as declared 


_ by them to the people of North Carolina? #They 
| shall speak for themselves: . 


Roanoke Istanp, Nortru Carona, 
February 18, 1862. 
To the People of North Carolina: 
The mission of our joint expedition is not to invade any 
of your rights, but to assert the authority of the United 
States, and to close with you the desolating war brought 
upon your State by comparatively a few bad men in you; 
midst. : 
Influenced infinitely more by the worst passions of hy 
man nature than by any show of elevated reason, they ary 
still urging you astray to gratify their unholy purposes. 
They impose upon your credulity by telling you of wicked 


, and even diabolical intentions on our part; of our desire to 


destroy your freedom, demolish your property, liberate your 


, Slaves, injure your women, and such like enormities—al| 


of which, we assure you, is not only ridiculous, but utterly 
and willfully false. . 

We are Christians as well as yourselves, and we profess 
to know full well, and to feel profoundly, the sacred obliga 
tions of the character. 

No apprehensions need be entertained that the demands 
of humanity or justice will be disregarded. We shall in- 
flict no injury, unless foreed to do so by your own acts, 
and upon this you may confidently rely. 

Those menare your worst enemies. They, in truth, havc 
drawn you into your present condition, and are the real 
disturbers of your peace and the happiness of your firesides. 

We invite you, in the name of the Constitution, and in 
that of virtuous loyalty and civilization, to separate your 
selves at once from these malign influences, to return to 
your allegiance, and not compel us to resort further to the 
torce under our control. 

The Government asks only that its authority may be ree- 


| ognized; and we repeat, in no manner or Way does it di 


sire to interfere with your laws, constitutionally established, 
your institutions of any kind whatever, your property ot 


| any sort, Or your usages in any respect. 


L. M. GOLDSBOROUGH, Flag Officer, 
Commanding North Carolina Blockading Squadron. 
A. E. BURNSIDE, Brigadier General, 
Commanding Department of North Carolina. 
What was the order of the accomplished officer, 
gallant soldier, and I may add, enlightened states- 
man, General Halleck, as his troops were about 
to advance into Tennessee ? 


Proclamation of Gencral Halleck. 


HeapquaRTers DeparRTMeNT oF Missovri, 
St. Louis, February 23. 
The major general commanding the department desires 
to inypress upon all officers the importanee of preserving 


| good order and discipline among their troops as the armies of 


the West advance into Teunessee and the southern States. 

Let us show-to our fellow-citizens in those States that 
we come merely to crush out rebellion, and restore to them 
peace and the benefits of the Constitution and the Union, 
of which they have been deprived by selfish and unprinci- 
pled leaders. They have been told that we come to oppress 
and plunder. By our acts we will undeceive them. We 
will prove to them that we come to restore, not to violate, 
the Constitution and the laws. In restoring to them the glo- 


| tious flag Of the Union, we will assure them that they shall 
| enjoy under its folds the same protection of life and prup- 





erty as in former days. ‘ 

Soldiers! Jet no excess on your part tarnish the glory ot 
our arms! 

The order heretofore issued in this department, in regard 
to pillaging and marauding, the destruction of private prop- 
erty, and the stealing or concealment of slaves, must be 
strictly enforced. It does not belong to the military to de- 
cide upon the relation of master and slave. Such questions 
must be settled by the civil courts. No fagitive slave will 
therefore be admitted within our lines or camps, except 
when specially ordered by the general commanding. _ 

Women and children, merebants, farmers, mechanics, 
and all persons not in arms, are regarded as non-combat 
ants, and are not to be molested eitlier in their persons or 
property. If, however, they aid and assist the enemy, they 
become belligerents, and will be treated as such. As the) 
violate the laws of war, they will be made ‘to suffer the 
penalties of such violation. 

Military stores and the public property ofthe enemy must 
be surrendered, and any attempt to conceal such property, 
by fraudulent transfer or otherwise, will be punished, but 
no private property will be touched unless by order of the 
general commanding. Wherever it becomes necessary to 
obtain forced contributions for the supply and subsistence 
of our troops, such levies will be made as light as possible, 
and be so distributed as to produce no distress among the 
people. All property so taken must be receipted and fully 
accounted for, as heretofore directed. 
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‘These orders will be read at the head of every regiment, 


nd all officers are commanded to strictly enioree them. 
Ry command of Major General Halleck. 
N. H. McLEAN, 4djutent General. 
How did Congress speak in February, 1861, 
upon the motion, I believe, of my friend from 
Ohio, [Mr. SHerman:]} 
“ Resolyod, That neither the Federal Government nor the 
nie or governments of the non-slaveholding States have 
a purpose or a constitutional right to legislate upon or in- 
terfcre with slavery in any of the Staves of the Union. 
+ Resolved, That those persons in ine North who do not 
ribe to the foregoing proposition, are too insignificant 


numbers and influence to excite the serious attention or | 


um of any portion of the people of the Republic, and that 
ase of their numbers and influence does not keep 


the mere 


THE CO 


pace With the increase of the aggregate population of the | 


Union.’ 

How, again, did Congress speak in July last, in 
the House of Representatives, upon the motion of 
the hero, patriot, and sage, the venerable Crit- 
TENDEN: 


** Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Congress 


of the United States, That the present deplorable civil war | 


has been foreed upon the country by the disunionists of the 
southern States, now in arms against the constitutional 
Government, aud in arms around the capital; that in this 
national emergency, Congress, banishing all teelings of 
mere passion or resentment, will recollect only its duty to 
the whole country ; that this war is not waged on their part 
in any spirit of oppression, or for any purpose of conquest 
or subjugation, or purpose of overthrowing or interfering 
with the rights or established institutions of those States, 
but to defend and maintain the supremacy of the Constitu- 
tion, and to preserve the Union with all the dignity, equal- 
itv, and rights of the several States unimpaired; and that 
as soon as these objects are accomplished the war ought to 


cease.”"’"—Journal House of Representatives, first session, 


Thirty-Seventh Congress, p. 123. 


Shall it be said that this resolution was adopted 
under the fearful excitement growing out of the 
battle of the day before, at Bull Ran? No, sir; 
never will the nation allow any such intimation 
to be made against its honor. What said the 
Senate in July last upon the motion of the distin- 
guished Senator from ‘Tennessee, | Mr. J ounson?]} 

‘© Resolved, That the present deplorable civil war bas been 
forced upon the country by the disunionists of tie southern 
States, now in revolt agaiust the constitutional Goverument 
and in arms around the capital; thatin this national emer- 
geucy Congress, banishing all feeling of mere passion or re- 
sentpent, will recollect ouly its duty to the whole coun- 
uy; that this war is not p.osecuted upon our part in any 
spirit of oppression, nor for any purpose of conquest or sub- 
jugation, nor purpose of overthrowing or interfering with 
the rights or established institutions of those States, but to 
detend and maintain the supremacy of the Constitution and 
all laws made in pursuance thereof, and to preserve the 
Union, with all the dignity, equality, and rights of the sev 
eral States unimpaired; that as soon as these objects are 
accomplished the war ought to cease.’’°—Senate Journal, 
first session Thirty-Seventh Congress, pp. 54, 85. 

Now, I call the attention of the Senate to the vote 
upon that resolution. Every Senator present and 
voting, save one, voted for that resolution. It is 
significant, and the country should know who it 
was that, on the 25th day of July, refused to vote 
for that resolution. Breckinridge, now an open 
traitorat the head of rebel forces, Johnson of Mis- 
souri, in the same position, Polk, in the same po- 
sition, Powe, and Trumpu.y. | was about to 
do my friend from Illinois, the chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, injustice. I find, what I did 
not notice before, that his name is recorded with 
the names of Breckinridge, Johnson of Missouri, 
Polk, and Powe.t, against the resolution. He 
is consistent, | must confess. 

Mr. President, what did the distinguished gen- 
tleman at the head of the State Department, Mr. 
Seward, in his letter of instructions, in April last, 
to Mr. Dayton, our minister to Paris, say: 

“1 need not further elaborate the proposition that the rev- 
olution is withouta cause. It has not even a pretext. It 
is just as clear that itis without an object. Moral and 
physical causes have determined inflexibly the character 
of each one of the ‘Territories over which the dispute has 


arisen, and both parties, after the election, harmoniously | 


agreed on all the Federal laws required for their organiza- 
tion. ‘The Territories will remain in all respects the same, 
whether the revolution shall succeed or shail fail. The con- 


dition of slavery in the several States will remain just the | 


same whetber it sueceed or fail. There is not even a pre- 
text for the complaint that the disaffected States are to be 
conquered by the United States if the revolution fail; for 
the rights of the States and the condition of every human 
being in them will! remain subject to exactly the same laws 
and torms of administration whether the revolution shall 
succeed or fuil. In ihe one ease the States would be fed- 


erally connected with the new confederacy; in the other 


they would, as now, be members of the United States; but 
their constitutions and laws, customs, habits, and institu- 
tions in either case will remain the same. 

** It is hardly necessary to add to this incontestable state- 
ment the further fuct that the new President, as well as the 


citizens through whose suffrages he has come into the Ad- | 


ministration, have always repudiated all designs whatever || 
and whenever imputed to him and them of disturbing the || 


system of slavery as it is existing under the Constitution 
and lawa. The case, however, would not be fully pre 

sented if I were to omit to say that any such effort on his 
part would be unconstitutional; and all his actions int 
direction would be prevented by the judicial authority, even 
though they were assented to by Congress and the people.’ 

I respectfully call upon the Senator from I)li- 
nois, taking the position that he does, to read at 
his leisure this last paragraph quoted from our 
Secretary of State, a statesman who has spent the 
greater portion of his life in the service of his 
country. 

Think you, Mr. President, that these declara- 
tions had nothing to do with our successes at 
Roanoke, Fort Henry, and Fort Donelson? 1 
would not detract in the slightest degree from the 
honor won by our brave soldiers, but L assert it 
as my honest belief that we owe much to the 
Union sentiment that was in the confederate ser- 
vice. If the rebel force had been animated by the 
spirit that inaugurated this rebellion, it would 
never have surrendered as it did, and it isthe re- 
alization of this fact that made Jeff Davis admit in 
his message that they had undertaken more than 
they could achieve. The same fact was pressing 
upon the rebet officer who wrote to the Richmond 
Examiner the extract | read: 

“The Roanoke affair is perfectly incomprehensible. The 
newspapers are filled with extravagant laudations of our 
valor; the annals of Greece and Rome offer no parallel; 
whole regiments were defeated by companies, and we 
yielded only todeath. Our men finally surrendered * with 
no blood on their bayonets,’ and what is the loss? Rich 
mond Blues,two killed and five wounded; MeCulloch 
Rangers, one killed and two wounded; the other four eom 
panies lost in all two killed and eleven wounded. Com 
ment is needless. The whole army had better surrender at 


| once, tor it will eventually come to it.” 


l think so, too, coneurin opinion with him. 

Let us never, Mr. President, violate our faith. 
It has been well remarked by some writer that the 
chief of all powers is moral power, and I believe 
we owe more to-day to our moral position which 
we secured by the declarations | have read than 
we do to our armies, great as | know our obliga- 
tions are to them, which obligations L take pleas- 
ure in acknowledging. Think you, Mr. Presi- 
dent, if General Halleck and Commodore Foote 
had announced to the people of ‘Tennessee that 
their purpose was to confiscate their property and 
turn them houseless and homeless upon the world, 
and to free their slaves, Nashville and Clarksville 
would have been ours? Would they not have been 
reduced to ashes, and would not their people have 
rushed with eayerness to the ficld and arrayed 
themselves under the standard of rebellion? Pass 
this bill, disregard the tears of widowhood and the 


cry of orphans, visit upon the children to the third 


and fourth generation the sins of the father, im- 
poverish the wife and pauperize the child, as this 
bill proposes to do, and the mother, instead of tak- 
ing upon her knee her lisping babe to insull into 
his infant mind sentiments of love for his country 
and gratitude for its beneficence, will cause her 
child to kneel by her side and swear undying hate 
and eternal hostility to the Government that took 
from her the means of support, and turned mother 
and child beggars upon the world. Pass this bill, 
and interminable, never-ending war will be the 
result. 
* Oh shame to men! devil with devil damned 

Firm concord bolds ; men only disagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heavenly grace, and God proclaiming peace, 

Yet live in hatred, enmity, and strife 

Among themselves, and levy cruel wars, 

Wasting the earth, each other to destroy.” 

This bill proposes to do what the President for- 

bid General Frémont from doing, and what, in the 
opinion of the President, would have thrown Ken- 


tuckyv against us, and alarmed the Union men of 


the South. Soimpressed was the President of the 
danger to the cause of the country by the an- 
nouncement of such a pglicy by a subordinate 
military officer, that he addressed to him the fol- 
lowing letter: 

Wasutnoton, D. C., September 2, 1961. 


My Dear Sir: ‘I'wo points in your prociamation of 


August 30 give me some anxiety. 

First: Should you shoot a man, according to the procla 
mation, the confederates would very certainly shoot our 
best men in their hands, in retaliation; and so, man for 
man, indefinitely. It is, therefore, my order that you allow 
no man to be shot, under the proclamation, without first 
having my approbation or consent. 

Second: L think there is great danger that the closing 
paragraph, in relation to the confiscation of property, and 
liberating slaves of traitorous owners, will alarm our 
southern Union friends, and turn them against us—perbaps 
ruin our rather fair prospeet tor Kentucky. Allow me, 
therefore, to ask that you will, as of your own motion, 
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modity that paragraph so as to conform to the first and forth 
sections of the act of Congress, entitied * Au act to contis 
eate property used for insurreectionary purposes,”’ approved 
August 6, 1861, and a copy of which act | herewith send 
you. ‘This letter is written ina spirit of caution, not of cen 
sure. L send it by a special messenger, in order that it may 
certainly and speedily reach you. 
Yours very truly, 


To Major Géneral Prémonr. 

Mr. President, the path of duty is clear, Let 
us march steadily on observing the line of policy 
laid down by ourselves, Let us not violate our 
own solemn declarations by which we are bound 
notonly toourown people but to the whole world. 
The declarations of our Chief Magistrate and our 
own solemn resolves have gone to the world, and 
have been read and approved of in Europe as well 
as upon this continent. We have a law for the 
punishment of treason; enforce it; try, convict, 
and hang by the neck the traitor leaders, the au- 
thors of this wicked conspiracy to destroy our 
Government. Grant to the rank and file who have 
Ween seduced and unwillingly and unwittingly 
forced into the rebellion a pardon for past offenses. 
Leave it to the loyal Legislatures of the States, 
which will have to bring back into the Union thei 
respective States, to exclude from office all whos: 
lives are spared, who willingly parucipated in this 
rebellion. In this way you will punish the guilty 
and protect the innocent. So impressed was | with 
the importance of a declaration of policy such as 
I have briefly alluded to that, after the capture of 
Fort Donelson, I called upon two gentlemen who 
I had reason to believe enjoyed the confidence of 
the President, and asked them to urge upon him 
the propriety of issuing a proclamation announc- 
ing such a policy as I have indicated. I believed 
that the hour of victory was the hour of magna 
nimity, and | now believe if this had been done 
we should have had peace in less than ninety days 
I may be mistaken, but Lam glad to find that in 
this opinion lam notalone. Hon. James Guth- 
rie, in a speech the other d ly, eXpress d similar 
views. I will read an extract or two from his 
addre ss: 





A. LINCOLN. 


’ 


“This day?’— 
That was the 22d of February, the anniversary 
of Washington’s birthday— 


“This day, if the power was with me, an amnesty and 
free pardon should be proclaimed to all, whether in arms 
or not, who, ina prescribed time, give up their arms and 
the rebel cause, acknowledge the supremacy of the Consti 
tution and the laws, and agree to submit tothem. IT am 
asked what | would do with the leaders? lL reply, L would 
leave them to the tribunals and the punishment prescribed 
by the laws they have violated, but Tam for the largest fo 
giveness consistent with the restoration of the Constitution 
and the satety of the Union. All are not leaders in this re 
bellion who have acted as its noisy champions, through the 
press, or on the stuinp, or filled high places in the strife 

. + * * * * * om 7. * 

“T would deelare this amnesty and pardon as a war 
measure. It may draw thousands who teel that rebellion 
is not a remedy for existing or supposed evils, and are earn 
estly and hopefully awaiting to escape, as far as possible, 
from the consequences of theiracts. I would open the door 
forthem. Many of the seceded States have always been 
ior the Union, and only await tile time they may safely take 
ground for it.’’ 


1 know, sir, my State has always been, and ts 
to-day, if a fair expression of the opinion of her 
people could be had, for the Union by fifty thou- 
sand majority: 


“1 would declare the amnesty and pardon as a financial 
measure—as a measure of economy in this most expensive 
and wastetul civil war. | believe it would act promptly in 
the restoration of the Constitution and the Union, and | 
more effective in restoring the Union than the most signal 
victories our arms have or shall obtain. If it shorten th 
war but fifty or one hundred days, it would save to the na 
tion more than ten times the value of all the estates vou 
could possibly confiscate in accordance with the Constitu 


tion.’? * * * * * * * ‘ 


‘* The worst enemies of the Constitution are those whose 
constant cry is for the blood of the rebels, and the contis 
cation of their estates, with the emancipation of the slaves, 
and who, to reach their purposes, would trample the Con 
stitution, the rights of property, and the principles of human 
ity under foot, and blast forever the prosperity of the nation. 
Such men propose to establish, through congressional ae 
tion, provisional governments over the seceded States.’? 

Linvite the attention of Senators while I read 

. A es 
an extract from the farewell address of General 
Jackson. I read it without comment. Senators 
will see the lesson which it teaches: 

«“ The Constitution cannot be maintained nor the Union 
preserved in opposition to public teeling, by the mere ex 
ertion of the coercive powers confided to the Government. 
The fdundations must be laid in the affections of the peo 
ple; in the security it gives to life, liberty, character, aud 
property in every quarter of the country, and in the frater 
nal attachments Which the citizens of the several States 
bear to each other as members of one political family, con- 


| tributing to the happiness of each other.”’ 
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The Senate will pardon me for a moment while 
lalludetomyself. Lam notin the habit of speak- 
ing of myself. Ido not think it in good taste, 
and look upon itas a custom more honored in the 
breach than the observance; but there are occa- 
sions when it becomes necessary to do so. Inti- 
mations questioning my loyalty have been made 
by those who would impress upon the country 
that to be loyal it is necessary to be an abolition- 
ist. ‘I'he Senate will, therefore pardon me for say- 
ing that I have periled all, life itself, in defense of 
the Constitution and Union of my country. I 
have been engaged in this fight actively since De- 
cember, 1859. [saw the storm coming, and sought 
to prepare the people of my own mountain home 
for it, so that when it did come we would be able 
to resist it. I stood in the capitol of my own State 
fighting the battles of the Constitution and the 
Union amid the jeers and taunts, hisses and threats 
of the mob. From the Vth day of March to the 
Isth day of April, in the city of Richmond, the 
assassins sought my life. On Saturday the 13th 
day of April last, a crowd of not less than one 
hundred men, devils I will call them, came to my 
lodgings about midnight with drum and fife and 
rope to hang me. My colleague in the House 
[Mr. Brown] witnessed the scene. For weeks 
afler my return tomy own home in my own town 
my life was threatened. When I would leave to 
go to a neighboring county to address the peo- 
ple, my friends would follow to guard me on the 
road without informing me of it. [led the move- 
ment, and drew the resolution adopted by the peo- 
ple of my own county of Harrison, to whom be- 
longs the honor of inaugurating the movement 
which resulted in organizing and making effect- 
ive tae Union sentiment of northwestern Virginia. 
I stand here to-day in the nation’s Capitol, as I 
stood in the capitol of my State, to defend from 
assault the Constitution and Union of my coun- 


try, come from what quarter it may. In their | 


defense Lam prepared to sacrifice all—life itself. 


1 stand upon the platform of the President as an- | 


nounced by himself in his inaugural, reiterated in 


his message to Congress in July last, and again | 


in his message to Congress at the commencement 
of this session. I stand upon the solemn decla- 
rations of the last Congress and of this. I main- 
tain, as the Union was formed so it should con- 
tinue and endure forever an everlasting monument 
of the wisdom and patriotism of its founders. 

Let us, Mr. President, in the language of a dis- 
tinguished statesman and former Senator upon 
this floor, ** cling to the Constitution as the mar- 
iner clings to the last plank when night and the 
tempest close around him.”’ 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I will move 
to pestpone the further consideration of this bill 
until two o’clock to-morrow; but before doing so, 
| wish to offer an amendment to the first section, 
and desire to have it printed. 

The motion to print the proposed amendment 
was agreed to. ‘ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator fur- 
ther moves to postpone this subject until two 
o’clock to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to, 


PURCHASE OF COIN. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I suppose the bill under | 


consideration when the special order was calle 
up W ilk now be proceeded with. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It now comes up 
as the unfinished business. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
341) to authorize the purchase of coin, and for 
other purposes, the pending question being on the | 
aniaudinaaa offered by Mr. Fessenpen, to addas | 
an additional section: 


And be it further enacted, That the limitation upon tem- | 
porary deposits of United States notes, with any Assistant 
Vreasurers or designated depositaries authorized by the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury to receive such deposits at five per 
cent. interest, to $25,000,000, shall be so far modified as to 
nuthorize the Secretary of the Treasury to receive such | 
deposits to an amount not exceeding $50,000,000. 

Mr.FESSENDEN. With the leave of the Sen- 
ate, L will suspend action on that amendment, in | 
order to move a reconsideration of the first amend- | 
ment I offered this morning. I think I cfn ac- | 
complish my object better in another way. 

Phe VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison | 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the 
Senate agreed to the amendment to strike out in | 
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lines one, two, and three of the bill the words | 


**may dispose of any bonds or notes bearing in- 


terest authorized by law for,’’ and to insert in lieu | 


thereof the words, ‘‘ is hereby authorized to pur- 
chase.”’ 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on the adoption of the amendment. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. | ask leave to withdraw 
that amendment, with a view of another in its 

lace. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, the amendment will be considered as with- 
drawn. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. NowlI move to strike out 
the words ** bearing interest,’ in the second line, 
and to insert in lieu of them the words ** of the 
United States;’’ so that it will read: 

That the Secretary of the Treasury may dispose of any 
bonds or notes of the United States, authorized by law, for 
coin, &c, 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
recurs on the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Maine, to add an additional*section to the 
bill. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think, at the time the 
special order came up, I was stating, with refer- 


euce to a question put by the honorable Senator | 


from Vermont, [Mr. Co_tamer,] that it must be 
taken for granted that the Secretary of the Treas- 
| ury, having the power and knowing what the re- 
| sponsibilities of the Government would be, would 
manage this matter of receiving these notes upon 
deposit and paying interest op the certificates on 
deposit issued for them in sfch a way as would 
enable himto meet them. Of course, if he chose to 
spend for the purposes of the Governmentall the 
|| notes that would be received on deposit, and also 
| exhaust all the notes which he is authorized by 


|| depesits should then be called in, the result would 
be that he would have nothing on hand with 


which to replace them, and the Government must | 


be discredited or.-make other provision for them. 
| That is a matter, however, that can hardly be 
supposed. It can hardly be supposed that the Sec- 


retary would do that, and I presume nothing of | 


| that sort need be apprehended. That is the only 
answer I can make. It is a possibility, and the 
ossibility exists in all cases that the person hav- 
ing the power to use funds may so dispose of 
them as not to be able to meet his obligations. 
Mr. COLLAMER. Suppose, sir, there are 


$150,000,000 of these notes out to-day, and that | 


$50,000,000 are put upon deposit; suppose the 
depositors give notice that ten days hence they 
will want their notes: now, if he has the right 


to reissue those notes put on deposit, he may find | 


himself called upon to pay the notes and not have 
anything on hand with which to pay them. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That is very true; but I 
suppose the Secretary does not anticipate any- 
thing of the sort. He has the power to reissue 
them, and to reissue them as they come in, sub- 
ject only to the limitation that the whole amount 
out shall not exceed $150,000,000. 

Mr. COLLAMER. ‘That is the very point to 
which I wish to call the attention of the gentle- 

| man: whether it is true, because he has the right 
to reissue notes which are received in payment of 
taxes, &c., that he therefore has the right to re- 
issue these notes that are merely placed on deposit, 
subject to be called for at any day the depositor 
leases. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. These notes thus placed | 


on deposit are loaned to the Government; they are 
in the hands of the Secretary; he receives them; 
and he may reissue them, of course, having bor- 
rowed them, if you please, for any other purpose, 
| just exactly the same as any of the other notes. 

Mr. COLLAMER. As they are subject to be 
ealled for at any time, how can he meet that call 
if he reissues them? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. That is for him to look 
out for, undoubtedly. If the honorable Senator 
supposes that the Secretary would so manage the 
matter as not to be able to meet the obligations 
of the Government, and deprive himself of all 
means to do so, there is that danger, of course. 
But I suppose it is left to him to ascertain that 
fact; and itis not to be presumed that he would 
leave himself without means. The difficulty, it 
strikes me, is rather imaginary. The necessities 


' 


law to issue, without replacing them; and if the | 
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of the Government may compel him to do it, ang 
| in that case, we must meet the obligations of ), 
Government by legislation hereafter. There is 
no mode that l am aware of to look out for it now 
} But, sir, I did not rise for the purpose of argu. 
ing the matter at length, but simply to state the 
| cireumstances under which I was authorized by 
_ the committee to offer the amendment to the Sey- 
| ate, for the Senate to pass upon according to their 
views. “The Secretary of the Treasury think it 
| very desirable; and, as I have more than one» 
| said in the Senate, in matters of detail, and in the 
management of the funds we intrust to him I 
think it safer to trust to his discretion, ; : 

Mr. COLLAMER. 1 did not regard the ques- 
tion I put to the Senator as being at all qualified 
| by the fact whether the amount was $25,000,009 
| or $50,000,000. It applies just as well to one as 
|| the other. I do not therefore object to the amend- 
mentonthat ground; but I put the question merely 
to show the practical impossibility of getting along 
in this way without, in all probability, producing 
the necessity for more issues of notes. P 

Mr. SHERMAN. _I was very much opposed 
to this section of the Treasury note bill when jt 
was under consideration. I ventured then to make 
a prophecy that within two weeks from that time 
the Secretary would call upon us to remove the 
limit. My prophecy has turned out to be true. 
Within two weeks (for I believe the law has not 
been on our statute-book for quite ten days yet) 
this limit is asked to be removed. In my judg- 
ment, the whole section was wrong, and therefore 
I certainly will not vote toextend it. Now what 
| is the practical effect of it? The Secretary of the 
Treasury is authorized to receive on deposit these 
demand notes for which he issues certificates of 
deposit payable with five per cent. interest. This 
operation is necessarily confined to the cities where 
these notes accumulate in banks, and may at any 
time be deposited. The deposit certificates ave 
| liable to be paid on Semen iat ten days. The 
Government gets no benefit from the arrangement 
atall. The Secretary of the Treasury thinks he 
does. My friend, the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance, has not ventured to express an opin- 
ion upon that point; but he seems to think the 
Treasury in some way gets a benefit from this 
arrangement. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I depend on the Secretary 
on that point. 

Mr. SHERMAN. But it is the most futile idea 
that can enter the mind of any man. The deposit 
is made by a person holding these notes. The 
notes are not drawing interest. At the pleasure 
| of the depositor these notes are made to bear five 

ercent, interest. We must keep those notes there 
in the hands of the sub-Treasurer, to pay these cer- 
tificates of deposit; otherwise, weare liable,atany 
| moment, to can our Government dishonored. 
| The practical effect of it will be to compel Con- 
| gress hereafter to issue an amount of ‘Treasury 
| notes equal to the amount of this deposit. I ven- 
ture to make that prediction, as [ have the other, 
although the operation will not be so soon. 

There is no practical use in this measure, and 
I think the Secretary of the Treasury ought to 
abandon it. It isof no benefit to the Government. 
| lt is of no benefit to anybody except the bankers 
| in New York. Now, since the bankers are com- 
| pelled to take these notes, since they now desire 
_ to take the notes, since they have had new light 
and find that it is convenient to take the notes 

and make other people take them, I do not think 
_ there is any occasion to give them an additional 
benefit. 











This is nota small matter. The present inter- 
est on the $25,000,000 authorized is $1,250,000 a 
year. That is a small item in these times. But 
| now you propose to double the amount so that 
| you will pay $2,500,000 to the bankers and brokers 
| of New York for interest on notes which in the 
hands of the people bear no interest. That is the 
precise operation of this scheme. As a matter of 
course, all the bankers of New York are very de- 
sirous tocarry iton. They have made these cer- 
tificates of deposit the medium of their exchanges 
in which they pay balances in the clearing house 
in New York. The were so anxious in New 
York to seize upon this mode of obtaining inter- 
est that they at once appropriated $20,000,000 out 
_ of the $25,000,000 by a resolution, which I believe 
' they adopted on Saturday last. They claimed 
that as New York was the great center of finance, 
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and as the amount was limited to $25,000,000, as 


a matter of course, they must have $20,000,000, | 


ind they appropriated $20,000,000, leaving the 
sum of $5,000,000 to the balance of the country. 
The banks of Philadelphia, Boston, Cincinnau, 
St. Louis, and all the other cities desire a chance 
to put the notes they have on hand temporarily, 
on interest, and they want a share. They appeal 
to the Secretary of the Treasury: you have given 


this privilege to the New York bankers and bro- | 
kers to put their idle notes on interest at any mo- | 


ment; now give itto us. If$§20,000,000 is enough 
for New York, Philadelphia will want $10,000,000, 
Boston $5,000,000, and so on, and you increase 
the amount in this way to $50,000,000. I think 
myself the Senate would do wise to repeal that 
section of the ‘Treasury note bill at once; and | 
do not believe any one would feel injured by it, 
or be injured by it, except the bankers and bro- 
kers; and we have no favors to ask of them ex- 


cept so far as their interests go. Assoon as it is | 


their interest to present these certificates they will 
do it. 

There is another practical difficulty. If you 
authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to issue 
$150,000,000 of notes, and in addition to that au- 
thorize him to issue $150,000,000 of these certifi- 
cates of depositas soon as he pays out these notes, 
what receipts does he expect to have? What re- 
ceipts have the Government of the United States 


now? They have no sources of revenue, and can- | 


not have until after these notes are exhausted. 
We know that the tax bill cannot take effect for 


ayear. The duties on customs will be very slight. | 


The whole $150,000,000 will be paid out as fast as 
the printers can make them; and when they are 
paid out, how will you get them back to redeem 
these certificates of deposit? There is no way of 
getting them back; and you will have then to issue 
other notes. Now, | will not, under any cireum- 
stanees, be compelled or induced by a pressing 
necessity that is manufactured for the occasion to 
aid in issuing any mure of these demand notes, 
I came to the conclusion to vote for the demand 


note bill with some reluctance, but I did it solely || 


on the ground that I thought it was wise to fur- 
nishethe people a medium of exchanges and cur- 
rency with which they might carry on the oper- 
ations of the Governmentata time when the banks 
had all suspended specie payments. That was 
the only reason I could give myself for voting for 


it. The only constitutional power I could find | 
for it was, that it was a just and neoessary me- | 
dium of exchange to carry on the operations of 


the Govefnment. You have authorized the Sec- 


retary to pay interest on $25,000,000 of these notes. | 
If you go on and authorize him to pay interest | 


on $25,000,000 more, when we have the whole 
$150,000,000 out, and there are no means of pay- 
ing these outstanding certificates, as a matter of 
colirse you will be asked to issue more notes. 
The necessity for it will be impressed upon us; 


but if we avoid that necessity, 1 think we need | 


not resort to any more demand notes. 

Mr. President, I believe that this is a mere 
scheme for the interests of the bankers and bro- 
kers; that it would do no good to anybody else; 
that it is to the injury of the Government. It can 
do no good to the Government. It is a bonus of 
$2,500,000 to secure the good will of the brokers 


and bankers in the cities, and I am not disposed | 


to give quite so much for it. 
Mr. CHANDLER. Is it in order to move an 
amendment to that amendment at this time? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is. 
Mr.CHANDLER. Then I wish to move that 
‘* fifty millions” be stricken out, and ** one hun- 
dred millions’’ be inserted in its stead. 


financial question. 
and bankers. It is simply borrowing money b 

the Government at five per cent., when the Gov- 
ernment itself is offering seven and three tenths 
percent. at the same time. You have $150,000,000 
of Treasury notes; when you have paid out that 
$150,000,000 you will have none left unless some 
means are provided by which a portion of that 
§150,000,000 can find its way into your Treas- 
ury. By providing some boos or some way by 
which your Treasury may be replenished from 
these original $150,000,000, you keep yourselves 
in funds. Now, what is this proposition? The 
bankers come in and propose to take, we will say, 
$50,000,000, for I think itwould require $50,000,000 





The Sen- | 
ator from Ohioevidently misapprehends this whole | 
It is no benefit to the banks | 


of these certificates of deposit, bearing five per 
cent. interest, to transact their business. That is 
no temporary loan. You do not keep one dollar 
on hand in order to pay that—not one farthing. It 
is precisely like the daily operations of a bank of 
deposit. The bank of deposit receives from day 
to day, and pays five per cent, interest, butit keeps 
nothing on hand, because it relies upon the re- 
ceipts of to-morrow to meet the obligations of 
to-day. This is precisely the same thing. 
Now, sir, I do not believe that¢50,000,000 will 
furnish a sufficient outlet; I do not believe it is 
enough. I believe if you will make it $100,000,000, 
and with your present proviso that they may be 
at any time exchanged for seven and three tenths 
Treasury notes, youcan make these $150,000,000 
do the work of at least from four to five hundred 
millions. Il believe that with these $150,000,000 
and this outlet of five per cent., and the privilege 
of converting them into seven and three tenths 


Treasury notes, you will make $150,000,000 do | 


the work of from four to five hundred millions. 
The Senator from Ohio says you are paying out 
$2,500,000 for the benefit of bankers alone. Sir, 
you are doing no such thing. You are saving 


$133,333 to your Treasury. You propose to pay | 


seven and three tenths per cent. interest; you are 
urging the holders of the notes to come and ac- 
cept seven and three tenths per cent. bonds, and 
now the bankerssay, ‘if you will give usthis kind 
of security which we cau use in our daily busi- 
ness we will loan itto you at five per cent.’? You 
are gaining justsomuch, notlosinganything. ‘The 
notes that are paid in to-day, you pay out to- 
morrow. It is an absolute Joan to the Govern- 
ment, and amounts to a permanent loan to them 
at five per cent. 

Mr. SHERMAN.*® When you have received 
these notes and paid them out, what means have 
you left to pay the certificates of deposit? You 
have to redeem them after ten days’ notice. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The continuous rec eipts 
that are coming in, as with banks and banking 
institutions. 

Mr. SHERMAN. But we know beforehand 
that no receipts that will come In will be sufficient 
to pay the certificates of deposit. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Are you not receiving the 
notes daily for the seven and three tenths per cent. 
Treasury notes? Are you not receiving them 


from day today for these five per cent. certificates? || 
Are you not receiving them for duties? Are you | 


not receiving them for everg liability of the Gov- 
ernment? 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
ran does not seem to understand the difference 
between a loan and a deposit—a deposit which 
may be called for at any moment, and a loan which 
cannot be called for for two, three, or four years, 
whatever the time is. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator from Ohio 
will pardon me for saying that, unfortunately, | 
cannot make him understand the difference be- 
tween them. [Laughter.] That is the trouble. 


This is a matter with which I have been familiar | 


for thirty years. Itis absurd to talk about keep- 


ing your notes on hand to be reedy to pay these | 


certificates. How could a bank pay five, three, 
or one per cent. interest, if they had to keep on 


hand the identical sum deposited to meet the de- | 
I cannot | 


posit on which it is paying interest? 
make the Senator understand a plain business 
proposition. Itis probably on account of my own 
obtuseness that I cannot do it; but this is a mat- 
ter of life-long experience with me. | know, asa 
banker and as a merchant, that no banker or mer- 
chant in the habit of receiving deposits on call 


keeps scarcely a moiety of the amount on hand | 


to meet that call. He receives to-day on deposit 
at five per cent. $100,000. He cannot pay five 
per cent. if he keeps that $100,000 on hand to 
meet it; he cannot pay one per cent.; he cannot 
pay a mill. But he pays the five per cent. on call, 
and he relies upon to-morrow’s receipts to meet 
to-day’s liability, and to-morrow’s receipts meet 
it. So itis with the Government. In a thousand 
and one ways you are in daily receipt of enough 
to meet the daily call upon you for the redemp- 
tion of these certificates. I, therefore, move that 
**$50,000,000’’ be stricken out and ‘*$100,000,000”’ 
inserted, and I believe it will be found of essential 
benefit to the Government, and an essential relief 
to the Treasury. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. | hope my friend will not 


The Senator from Michi- || 


wipes 
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insist on that amendment. Fifty millions is all 


the Secretary asks for. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 
I think he wants more. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. Well, thatisall he wants 
at present, ’ 
Mr.CHANDLER _I will withdraw it on the 
suggestion of the Senator. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the question 
is ON agreeing to the amendment proposed by the 
Senator from Maine. 


Mr. HOWE. 


I think he is mistaken. 


1 understand this is a proposi- 


tion to allow these deposits to be increased from 


$25,000,000 to $50,000,000. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Yes sir; that is it. 

Mr. HOWE. 1 have listened to the remarks 
of the Senator from Michigan, and I am forced to 
come to a conclusion directly opposite from his. 
lam forced to believe that it is a proposition on 
the part of the Government to pay the bankers 
$2,500,000 for circulating their notes instead of 
the notes of the United States, at the same time 
that we furnish the banks with the means of re- 
deeming their own circulation, in case of a panic 
andrunonthem. That is the construction that I 
put upon it. We propose to allow the banks to 
deposit the notes of the United States, and to re- 
ceive five per cent. on them, and they are for the 
time being withdrawn from circulation. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Not at all. They are 
paid into the Treasury and put into circulation 
instantly. 

Mr. HOWE. Then the idea of the Senator is 
that the Government will borrow these notes of 
the banks paying five per cent. on them, prom- 
ising to repay them or to refurnish them on de- 
mand or within ten days, and pay them right out 
again; so that when the $50,000,000 have been 
deposited and paid out, the Governmentis indebted 
to the amount of $50,000,000 payable on demand 
without a dollar to meet it, Then 1 am mistaken 
in saying thatitis a proposition to pay $2,500,000 
to the banks for the privilege of having them cir- 
culate their notes instead of ours. It is simply ¢ 
proposition for the Government to become bank- 
rupt in sixty days. That it is morally dishonest 
for the Government to assume to pay $56,000,000 
on demand with nota dollarto pay it with, seems 
to me perfectly apparent. IL hope the Govern- 
ment does not mean to assume any such obliga- 
tion, and I do not believe itdoes. If itundertakes 
to borrow $50,000,000 on demand or payable in 
ten days’ time, it means to preserve a fund to meet 
that obligation. There is no doubt about it in the 
world. I take it, no bank in the world would 
agree to pay interest on its deposits, even for so 
short a period of time as thirty days, if it were 
not receiving deposits every day, which the Gov- 
ernment is not; and even then | understand it is 
a losing business with the banks to pay interest 
on deposits for that time. If this is intended as 
a permanent arrangement, let the time be ex- 
tended. If the assumption is that the Government 
is not going to be called upon to pay these certifi- 
cates, then extend the time for which they are to 
run. If you say they are going to run six or 
twelve months, putit on the face of the certificates. 
Why put the Government in the position of prom- 
ising to pay money on demand or within a few 
days which you know they cannot pay? The 
Government may not be dishonored; but you put 
the risk upon the Government and not upon the 
banks. My own idea is that these notes, or a 
large portion of them, would be retired from cir- 
culation, and the banks would put their notes in 
circulation in place of them, and they would hold 
the certificates of the Government which compel! 
the Government, in case the notes of the bank 
were returned for redemption, to furnish a note 
made a legal tender on demand with which they 
can redeem their own notes. That is my under- 
standing of the operation of the measure; and I 
think $25,000,000 of them is as much risk as the 
Government can take. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, this prop- 
osition is so perfectly plain to me, asa business 
man, that I do not precisely understand how Lam 
to make it plainer than I undertook to do before. 
It is simply borrowing $50,000,000 at five per cent. 
interest; that is the whole of it, Butthe Senator 
says we shall have nothing on hand with which 
to pay it. Have you notauthorized the emission 
of $500,000,000 of bonds and seven and three 
tenths per cent. Treasury notes? Have you not 


Am | right? 





aid 


: 


7 . 
1164 
those on hand to realize $50,000,000 at any time 
you are called upon to pay it, inaddition to your 
re cepts from day tod iy from the same source? 
It is simply doing what the banks have been in 
the habit of doing for five hundred years, to wit: 
receiving money on deposit—borrowing money, 
if you please—paying an interest upon it, and re- 
turning it at its own option; that 18, its option is 
within ten days. 

Mr. HOWE. 
make an inquiry? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Certainly. 

Mr. HOWE. I simply propose to inquire upon 
what fund the bank relies to redeem these certifi- 


cates? When they issue a certificate of deposit 
bearing interest, upon what fund do they rely to 
redeem it, in case it is returned ? 

Mr.CHANDLER. Theyrely upon their daily 
business receipts; and in addition to that the y 
usually have securities which they can turn into 
money onan emergency. 

Mr. HOWE. But would the y issue them if 
they were not receiving deposits every day? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Very well; is not the Gov- 
ernment receiving money every day from differ- 


ent 8ouTCESsS 


Will the Senator allow me to 


Does not the Government propose 
todo it? Jf one million is called for to-day, can 
If ten 
millions are called for to-day, can it not issue the 
same ten millions to-morrow? Itis identically the 
same course that has been pursued by bankers for 
five hundred years, and | 


it not issue that same million to-morrow ? 


} cannot illustrate it or 
moake it plainer than common sense will do it to 
iny man. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I do not wish to discuss 
this matter to any greater leneth; itis understood 
by the Senate; but f cannot see the point of op- 
position so very strongly as some gentlemen seem 
to look atit. Wego upon this system—it isa very 
simple one: we authorize the issue of $150,000,000 
of Treas ury notes. We do not suppose that that 
will meet all our ealls. What are we todo? We 
provide that they may be tarned into bonds at six 
per cent, atany moment, and we hope that they 
will be turned into bonds fast enouch to enable us 
to keep up the circulation of $150,000,000, and 
Now, instead of 
that, 1t Is propose d that they may be allowed to 
be turned into certificates; that Is, put upon de- 
posit, and certificates issued, that are subject to 
be called for at any moment, if you please, buton 
Is it the time that gentlemen 
Thatis all the difference; we get money 
at five per cent. instead of six, only we may be 
called upon in ten days, instead of being called 
upon in five, or ten, or twenty years, as the case 
may be. 


‘Then the only areument there is against the 


thus meet our responsibilities. 


ten days’ notice, 


object to? 


rt oposition—bex ause, so far as percentage is cone | 
I 


cerned, it is all in our favor; we save one percent. 
—is, that you may be called upon very suddenly 
and the Government may not be able to meet it. 
My answer to thatisa very simple one. I take 
it, in the first place, that the Secretary would pred 
icate his action with regard to this money upon 
what he believed he should be able to do by way 
of meeting all dgmands that were made upon him. 
As the Senator from Michigan says, he has the 
daily receipts of the Government, such as they 
are, and he has the power to sell bonds, to put 
them out, and the notes themselves; and he can 
go into the market and buy notes even if he has 
to buy them at a discount; or he can call upon 
Congress to get him out of the difficulty if he gets 
into one unexpectedly. The only question is, 
shall we refuse to do this thing which he seems 
to think beneficial, because we are afraid the mat- 
ter may be so.managed that the Government paper 
may be discredited? It has never been discredited 
to any extent as yet, and I trust it never will be. 
i trust we shall have power to meet all our obli- 
gations as they arise. I do not see any great diffi- 
culty about the subject, and | propose to give the 
Secretary the power he wants, so far as restricting 
it to $50,000,000 is concerned. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. lI have another amend- 
ment to offer. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I desire now, or at some 
other time, to have a vote of the Senate on the last 
proposition. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
the Senate. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Very well. 


It can be done in 


| 


Mr. FESSENDEN. I offer another amend- 

| ment, to Insert as a new section: 
| And he it further enacted, That in all cases where the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury is authorized by law to reissue notes, 
he may replace such as are so mutilated or otherwise injured 
as to be unfit for use, with others of the same character and 
amount, and such mutilated notes and al! others which by 
law are required to be taken up and not reissued, shail, 
when so replaced or taken up, be destroyed in such manner 
and undersuch regulations as the Secretary of tie Treasury 


, may prescribe. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was reported to the Senate as amended. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The first question 

| will be on concurring in the amendments made as 
in Committee of the Whole. 
be taken on all the amendments together, unless 
there shall be certain excepted ones. 


The question will | 


Does the | 


Senator from Ohio desire a separate vote upon the | 


section alluded to by him? 

Mr. SHERMAN. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT ‘Then the question 
will be takenon concurring in all the other amend- 
ments, 


The remainder of the amendments were con- | 


| curred in. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
is on concurring in the amendment referred to by 
the Senator from Ohio. 

Mr. SHERMAN. 
yeas and nays on that. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 20, nays 16; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Browning, Chandler, Clark, 


I should like to have the 


Davis, Dixon, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Har- | 


lan, Harris, Lane of Kansas, Morrill, Rice, Sumucr, Wade, 
Wilkinson, and Wilson of Massachusetts—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Collamer, Doolittle, Henderson, Howe, 
Kennedy, King, Lane of Indiana, Latham, MeDougall, 
Pomeroy, Sherman, Ten Eyck, rumbull, Willey, Wilson 
of Missouri, and Wright—16. 

So the amendment was concurred in. 

The amendments were ordered to be engrossed 
and the bill to be read a third time. ‘The bill was 
read the third me, and passed. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The committee of con- 
ference, who have had under consideration the 


disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill | 
(HH. R. No. 208) making appropriations for the | 
legislative, executive, and judicial expenses of the | 


Government for the year ending 30th June, 1863, | 


and additional appropriations for the year ending 
30th June, 1862, having met, after full and free 
conference have agre@d to recommend, and do rec- 
ommend, to their respective Houses as foliows: 

That the Senate recede from so much of their third 
amendinent as proposes to strike out words in lieu of the 
words inserted, and that the House agree to the said amend- 
ment as so modified. 


That the House recede from their disagreement to the 
| Senate’s eleventh, thirteenth, fourteenth, fifteenth, eigh- | 


teenth, twenty-fifth, thirty-sixth, and thirty-ninth amend 
ments, and agree to the same. 


‘That the Senate recede from their eighth, ninth, tenth, 


twenty-seventh, and thirty-eighth amendments. 
That the Senate agree to the amendment of the House 


|| to the thirty-fifth amendment of the Senate, and recom- 


|| correspondence. 


mend that said amendment of the House be inserted after 
the thirty-fourth amendment of the Senate. 

I can state what these amendments are. The 
third amendment of the Senate was to strike out 


an appropriation of $15,000 to pay Mr. John C., | 


| Rives for publishing a digest of the diplomatic 
The publication was made un- 
| der the advice of the Department of State, and the 


| books partly furnished to them, but a part have | 


‘| remained with Mr. Rives because they were safer 


| 


|| in his keeping, for some reason or other. He has 


been asking for payment for several years, having | 


'| actually executed the work. The money has not 


| 


heretofore been appropriated; but the House of | 


| Representatives made the appropriation this year 
| and the Senate struck it out. The Senate inserted 
| at that part ofthe billan amendment to pay for the 
| printing and binding of the Congressional Globe, 
to which there was no objection on the part of the 
House of Representatives except that it was put 
| in place of the other. That, however, wasan error 


| of our engrossing clerk or of some clerk, which 


i 


I hope will be avoided in the future. They were 
really distinct things: one provision was struck 
out and the other was inserted. The amendment 
| was not offered as a motion to strike out and in- 


'| sert: but inasmuch as one came in where the other 


| was struck out, the clerk (as he has done in sev- 
| eral instances before) put these two propositions 
as one amendment, to strike out the one clause 
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and insert the other. That has led to confusion 
before, and has done so in this instance, Th : 
were distinct amendments; one was to Strike o; } 
and the other was to insert, but the one did is : 
take the place of the other, and was not so az 
tended. The Senate recedes from its amendment 
striking out the $15,000; and the House of Roe... 
resentatives allows the $18,000 for the printi 
binding of the Globe to remain, which is 1; 
reduction; thus leaving in both provisions, 

The eighth, ninth, and tenth amendments of the 
Senate abolished the office of recorder of the Gon. 
eral Land Office, and made certain changes jy thy. 
appropriations consequent upon that. The Hoyse 
of Representatives insist upon the bill as it was 
in that respect, and the Senate recede. 

The eleventh amendment of the Senate was a 
proviso to the appropriation for books for libra. 


neand 


‘ally a 


| ries, making a very considerable saving in ex- 








| 


| 


pense. The House recede from their disagree. 
ment to this amendment. e 
The thirteenth amendment was to strike out tho 
appropriation for the surveyor general of Utah. 
‘The House recede from their disagreement to tha: 
The fourteenth and fifteenth amendments struck 


| out the appropriations for the surveyor general of 


Nevada and his clerks, and for office rent of hjs 
office. ‘The House recede from their disacreemen: 
to these amendments, and also from their disga- 
greementto the eighteenth amendment, which jp- 
creased the appropriation for the Mint at Phila- 
delphia. The twenty-fifth amendment was a 
appropriation for a deficiency in the contingent 
expenses of the Senate. The House recede from 
their disagreement to this. The House disagreed 
to the twenty-seventh amendment, which struck 
out the appropriation for the surveyor general of 
Illinois and Missouri for the present year. They 
recede from that disagreement, and agree to thi 
amendment striking out the appropriation for next 
year. In this way the office may be closed, 
The House amended the thirty-fifth amend- 


1) 
i 


| ment of the Senate by inserting a couple of addi- 
| tional items, but they were put in at the wrong 


place, and it is proposed to transfer them to their 
proper place. These amendments appropriat 
$15,000 for keeping the Patent Office buildme in 
repair, and $9,000 to pay certain expenses in con- 
nection with contested seats in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. The thirty-eighth amendment, from 
which the Senate recede, appropriates $100,000 
fora jailin Washington. The thirty-ninth amend- 
ment provided for an Assistant Secretary of the 
Interior, and the House recede from their disa- 
greement to that. 

Mr. HALE. We necessarily must have great 
confidence tn these reports, because we have not 
time to examine them. I desire, however, to in- 
quire of the chairman of this committee—and | 
shall be satisfied with his simple word on the syb- 


ject—whether there is any legislation introduced 


here, whether anything is contained in the report 
except in relation to the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses? Iam answered that there is no !egis- 
Jation in the bill; and of course I make no objec- 
tion to the report. 

The report was concurred in. 


ARMY DIVISION STAFFS. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. - The bill (S. No. 


122) providing for the organization of the staff 
attached to divisions of the Army of the United 
States, regular and volunteer, has been returned 
from the House of Representatives with amend- 
ments. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move that 
that bill lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CAVALRY ORGANIZATION. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (S. No. 


153) for the better organization of the cavalry 
forces has been returned from the House of Rep- 
resentatives with an amendment. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move that 
that bill lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

SUTLERS IN THE VOLUNTEER FORCES. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The bill (S. No. 
136) to provide for the appointment of sutlers 1n 
the volunteer service, and to define their duties, 


has been returned from the House of Represent- 


atives with amendments. . 
Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. That bill 


186) 


ferenct 
tiouse 

The 
son QO 
were | 
the pa 

pAY 

Mr. 
take t 
dar al 

epa 
for se 
of the 
what 
invol 
like t 
Milit 

Mi 
the d 
voke 
with 
ment 
of H 
diers 
whic 
and | 
the t 
ested 
two 
tofon 
Wit 
very 
take 

M 
I wi 
info! 
1 mi 
was 

N 
fron 

N 


not 











1862. 


omes back from the House of Representatives 
with several amendments. I move that the Sen- 
ate disucree to those amendments, and ask a con- 
ference upon the disagreeing votes of the two 
Liouses. 

The motion was agreed to; and Messrs. Wit- 
cow of Massachusetts, Howarp, and Wricnt 


were appointed the committee of conference on | 


the part of the Senate. 

PAYMENT OF VOLUNTEER FIELD OFFICERS. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. 

ke up, for the purpose of getting off the Calen- 

iar and out of the way, House bill No. 241, for 

payment of ficld officers of volunteer regiments 
for services rendered prior to the full organization 
of the regiments. We have been troubled some- 
what with claims of this kind; and I think the bill 
involves a very important principle. I should 
like to have it disposed of. The Committee on 
Military Affairs report adversely to it, 

Mr. HENDERSON. As the bill alluded to by 
the Senator from Massachusetts is likely to pro- 
voke some discussion, | should like very much, 
with his consent, to have it passed over fora mo- 
ment, and allow us to proceed to the consideration 
of House bill No. 148, relative to the pay of sol- 
diers employed in the department of the West, 
which was before the Senate yesterday morning 
and discussed fora few minutes. 1 was notin at 
the time. Some of our citizens are deeply inter- 


I move to | 


more than three months prior to the regiment 
being raised to the minimum standard. It also 
provides that captains of companies, under like 
circumstances, May be paid not more than two 
months’ pay. 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I move that 


the bill be postponed indefinitely. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXPENSES OF THE LAND SYSTEM. 

Mr. LATHAM. I movethat the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill (S. No. 157) 
to reduce the expenses of the survey and sale of 
the public lands in the United States. ‘This isa 
bill that was reported by the chairman of the 
Committee on Public Lands. It was considered 
some time ago, and laid over at my instance. | 
wish now to have the bill acted upon. It will give 
rise to no discussion. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill. It provides 
that contracts for the survey of the public lands 
shall not become binding upon the United States 
until approved by the Commissioner of the Gen- 


\| eral Land Office, except in such cases as the Com- 


ested in it, and it has been pending here for over | 


twomonths. Ihave been unable to reach it here- 


tofore; it has been before the Military Conmittee. | 


With the consent of the Senator, 1 should like 
very much to have it taken up and passed. It will 
take but a few minutes. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. In reference to that bill, 
I wish to look at ita littl further and get some 
information in regard to it before it is taken up. 
| made the objection yesterday. morning when it 
was laid over. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Iecan satisfy the Senator 
from Maine in a few minutes in regard to it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I think the Senator would 
not be able to satisfy me in a few minutes about 
it, with my present information. 


Mr. HENDERSON. Then | shall not press 
it now. 

Mr. FESSENDEN., [think it had better lie || 
over, 


Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I think the 
Senator from Missouri had better let.that bill lie 
over for a day or two, and | think, on examina- 
tion, the Senator from Maine will be satisfied it 
ought to be passed. 

Mr. HENDERSON. 
sume time about it, 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I now re- 
new the motion I made to take up the bill I re- 
ferred to. 


1 do not desire to con- 


Mr. GRIMES. I understood the Senator from | 


Missouri to say that he wished to be heard on 
this bill of the Senator from Massachusetts. 
Mr. HENDERSON. 1 yielded upon request. 
Mr. GRIMES. L understood the Senator from 
Missouri to say that he desived to be heard upon 


the bill whieh the Senator from Massachusetts pro- | 


voses to call up. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Notat all; but I said it 
would probably lead to discussion. 

‘The motion of Mr. Winson, of Massachusetts, 
was agreed to; and the bill (HL. R. No. 241) for 
the payment of the field officers of volunteer regi- 
ments for service rendered priorto the full organ- 
ization of the regiments, was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

‘The Secretary proceeded to read the bill. 

Mr. WILSON, of Massachusetts. I do not 
think it is necessary to read the bill unless some- 
body desires it. The committee report adversely 
to it, and the question will be on rejecting it. 

Mr. GRIMES. I should like to hear it read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will be read. 

_ The Secretary read the bill. 
in all cases where a volunteer regiment has been 
or Shall be raised to the minimum standard, the 
colonel and other field officers who have been com- 


It provides that || 





missioned shall be entitled to receive the pay and | 


allowances established by law for their respective 
grades from the time they were severally author- 


ized in writing by the President, the Secretary of || 


War, or the Governor of their State, to raise the 
regiment; but in no case is the pay to relate back 


missioner shall otherwise specially order; and that 
the printed manual of instructions relating to the 
public surveys, prepared at the General Land 
Office, and bearing date February 22, 1855, the 
instructions of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and the special instructions of the 
surveyor general, when not in conflict with the 
printed manual or the instructions of the Com- 
missioner, shall be taken and deemed to bea part 
of every contract for surveying the public lands 
of the United States. The Commissioner of the 
General Land Office is to have power, and it is to 
be his duty, to fix the prices per mile for public 


| surveys, which shall in no case exceed the max- 


imum established by law; and under instructions 
to be prepared by him, an accurate account Is to 
be kept by each surveyor general of the cost of 
surveying and platting private land claims, to be 
reported to the General Land Office, with the map 
of such claim, and patents are not to issue for any 


| such private claim until the cost of survey and 


platting shall have been paid into the ‘Tr asury 
of the United States by the claimant. From 
and after the Ist day of July next, and until other- 
wise ordered by the President, the Territories of 
Utah and Colorado are to constitute one survey- 
ing district, and the duties of surveyor general in 
that district are to be performed by the surveyor 
general of Colorado; the surveying district of Ne- 
vada is to be united to that of California, the duties 


of the surveyor general of the former to be trans- | 


ferred to the surveyor general of California, and 
the transfer of the etfects and archives of the offices 


to be made under the instructions of the Commis- | 


sioner of the General Land Office. 
Upon the recommendation of the Commissioner 


of the General Land Office, approved by the See- | 


retary of the Interior, the President may order the 
discontinuance of any land office, and the transfer 
of its business and archives to any other land office 
within the same State or Territory. And from and 
after the lst day of July next, the compensation 
of registers and receivers in all the land offices in 


the United States is to be an annual salary of $500 | 
to each, with the fees and commissions now pre- | 


scribed by law, and to be paid by claimants, an 


additional fee in donation cases of five dollars for | 
each final certificate for one hundred and sixty | 


© 


acres, ten dollars for three hundred and twenty 


acres, and fifteen dollars for six hundred and forty | 


acres, to be accounted for in the same manner as 


| fees and commissions In warrant and preémption 
| locations, with limitations as to maximum of sal- 


ary prescribed by existing laws, and in accord- 
ance with such instructions as shall be given by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. In 
regard to settlements which by existing laws are 
authorized in certain States and Territories upon 
unsurveyed lands, which privilege isto beextended 
to California, the preémption claimant is to be in 
all cases required, from and after the Ist day of 


| September, 1862, to file his declaratory statement 


| ment. 


within three months from the date of the receipt 
at the district land office of the approved plat of 
the township embracing such preémption settle- 
And from and after the Ist day of July 
next, and until otherwise ordered by the Pres- 
ident, the duties of the register and receiver of 
New Mexico are to be transferred to and devolved 
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upon the surveyor general of that Territory; and 
it may be lawful for the President, in like manner, 
to transfer the duties of register and receiver in 
any district to the surveyor general where the 
public interest may require such transfer. And 
from and after the Ist day of July next, the salary 
of the surveyor general of California is not to ex 

ceed $3,000 per annum, and the salaries of the sur- 
veyor general of Oregon and Washington are not 
to exceed $2,500 each per annum, and should the 
surveying districts of Utah and Nevada be hereafter 
established by order of the President, each as an 
independent district, the salaries of the surveyors 
general are not to exceed $3,000 each for those 
districts. 

Mr. LATHAM. I have an amendment to of- 
fer as an additional section. 1 will merely state 
that this section has received the approbation of 
the Committee on Public Lands, and also of the 
General Land Office and the Department of the 
Interior: 


ind be it further enacted, That where the settlers in any 
township or townships not mineral or reserved by Gov 
ernment shall desire a survey made of the same, under tho 
authority of the surveyor general of the United States, and 
shall file an application therefor in writing, and deposit in 
a proper United States depository to the eredit of the Unt 
ted States a sum syftlicient to pay for such survey, together 
with all expenses incident thereto, without cost or claim 
for indemnity on the United States, it shall, and may be, 


lawful for said surveyor general, under such instructions 


as may be given him by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Offiee, and in accordance with existing laws and in 
structions, to survey such township or townships, and make 
return thereof to the general and proper local land office : 
Provided, the townships so proposed to be surveyed are 
within range of the regular progress of the public surveys 


| embraced by existing standard lines or bases for the town 
| ship and subdivisional surveys. 


I will make a short explanation of this section, 
Thad it drawn up by the Commissioner of the 


| General Land Office, more with a view to reach 


my own State than any other portion of the coun- 
try, and for this reason: it is well known to the 
Senate that large sums of money have been ap- 
propriated by Congress to carry on the surveys 
in that State, and they have been improperly ap- 
plied; that is to say, they have been expended, 
and the Government has not been the beneficiary ; 
the surveys were carried on in portions of the 
State that never could be brought into market; 
lines were run through deserts, The result has 
been that some $700,000 have been consumed for 
which the Government have had no return. 
Now, it is quite evident that Congress is un- 
willing to appropriate any more money to carry on 
these surveys, and especially while our finances 


| are in their present condition. ‘The object of this 


section is merely to allow the settlers to get a title 
to the land, where they are willing, at their own 
expense, to have the survey made. There are 
large communities there who are perfeetly willing 
to defray all the expenses of the survey made by 
the United States officer, if they can only have a 
title secured to their lands, and the metes and 
bounds run by the proper officer; and this section 
is with a view to allow that to be done where they 
are willing to do it without costing the Goveru- 
ment anything. | ask the Secretary to read a let- 
ter from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, showing the propriety of this provision. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

Genera LAND Orrice, February 25, 1862. 

Sir: Referring to Senate bill No. 187, “ to reduce the 
expenses of survey and sale of the public lands in the Uni 
ted States,’? Senator Latnu am has desired a section to em 
brace surveys, under particular circumstances, at cost of 
claimants, and a section has been drawn accordingly, copy 
herewith, to which this office sees no objection. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

J. M. EDMUNDS, Commissionc 
Hon. James Haran, United States Senate. 

The amendment was agreed to. The bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
was read the third time, and passed. 

COMMITTEE SERVICE. 

Mr. WADE. I move thatthe President of the 
Senate be authorized to fill the vacancy in the 
cominittee on the conduct of the war, occasioned 
by the withdrawal of the Senator from Tennes- 
see, [Mr. Jounson.} 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Wricur 
was appointed to fill the vaeancy. 


CALIFORNIA COLLECTION DISTRICTS. 


Mr. LATHAM. I move now that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of the bill reportea 
by the Committee on Commerce relative to the 
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| 
abolition of certain collection districts in the State 


i do not recollect the number of 
it. There will be no objection to it. 
the expenses some 470,000 a year. 

Mr. GRIMES. | move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

Mr. LATHAM, After hearing a suggestion 
from my colleague, | withdraw my motion. 

‘The motion of Mr. Grimes was agreed to; and 
the Senate adjourned, 


of Caliornia. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turespay, March 11, 1862. 
The Ilouse met at twelve o’clock, m. 


hy the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
TheJournalof yesterday was read and approved. 
COAST SURVEY. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting the 
report of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, 
showing the progress of that work for the year 
ending November 1, 1861; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
print d. 

NATIONAL FOUNDERY, ETC. 

Mr. BAKER. 
the House for leave to introduce for reference a 
bill for the establishment of a national foundery 
at Chicago, Hlinois, and at Pittsburg, Pennsyl- 
vania, and at Poughkeepsie, New York, for the 
fabrication of cannon and projectiles for the Gov- 
ernment. Also, for the establishment of an arm- 
ory and arsenal at Columbus, Ohio. Also, for 


the establishment of a depot for saltpeter, powder | 
factory, and magazine at Indianapolis, Indiana, | 


and at Trenton, New Jersey. 

Mr. McPHERSON. To what committee does 
the gentleman propose to re fer the bill? 

Mr. BAKER. To the Committee of the Whole 
state of the Union. 

Mr. MecPHERSON. I object. The bill ought 
to go to the select committee on the subject. , 

Mr. BAKER. That committee has made its 


on the 


? port, 
Mr. McPHERSON. I withdraw my objec- 
fron, 


The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed, 

ARMY CILAPLAINS. 
Mr. McPHERSON, by unanimous consent, 


introduced the following resolution; which was | 


read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
furnish the House of Representatives with a list of the 
names of regimental and hospital chaplains now in the 
United States service, and the regiments and hospitals with 
which they are connected. 


INELIGIBILITY TO OFFICE. 

Mr. WILSON. Lask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to introduce a bill, declar- 
ing certain persons ineligible to office, for the pur- 
pose of having it referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 4 

Mr. WOOD, I 
formation, 

The bill was read in extenso. 


ask that the bill be read for in- 


It is as follows: 


Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, That 
no person shall be a Senator or Representative in the Con 
gress of the United Stutes who has ever held any office, 
eivil, military, or neval, under the authority of the United 
States, or any office under any of said States, and who, 
since the commencementof the present rebellion, has held, 
or may hereafter hold, any office, civil, military, or naval, 
under the pretended government of the self-styled confed- 
erate States of America, or either of them. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted, That no person shall 
he eligible to any office, civil, military, or naval, under the 
Government of the United States, who may have heretofore 
held office under the said Government of the United States 
or either of them, and who has held, or may hereafter hold, 


i 


It reduces 
| 
| 


Prayer | 








any office, civil, military, or naval, under the pretended | 


government of the said self-styled confederate States of 
America, or either of them. 


Mr. WOOD. I object to that bill. 
PENSIONERS. 
Mr. WHEELER, by unanimous consent, in- 


considered, and agreed to: 


Resolvad, That the Secretary ef the Interior furnish for 
the use of Congress the names and residences of all per- 
sone who have applied for pensions on account of wounds 
veocived or divabilidies incurred by them during the present 


rebellion, and of those who have at any time been admitted 
to the invalid pension roll, (except such as were pensioned 
from the date of their disability,) the time when their pen- 


distinguishing each according to grade, with reference to 
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sions commenced, the amount perannum received by each, | 


the several acts of Congress under which said pensions | 


were allowed, to be arranged in alphabetical order, both as 
to States and names of pensioners, and an estimate of the 
amount claimed by or due to each from the date of his dis- 
ability to the time when his pension commenced, or if no 
pension has been allowed, to the date of his orher applica- 
tion; and that said Secretary be authorized to employ a 
clerk for the purpose above mentioned. 


SCHOOL LANDS IN CALIFORNIA. 


Mr. PHELPS, of Califorma, by unanimous 
consent, presented joint resolutions of the State 
of California relative to sixteenth and thirty-sixth 


sections of land donated to that State for school | 


purposes; which were referred to the Committee 


| on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


MAIL LINE TO JAPAN, 
Mr. PHELPS, of California, also, by unani- 


mous consent, presented joint resolutions of the | 
State of California, praying for the establishment | 


| of a mail line between San Francisco and Japan 
|| and China; which were referred to the Committee 


I ask the unanimous consentof | 


_ of the House for leave to take from the Speaker’s | 


on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 
WARDENS FOR WASHINGTON JAIL. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. 


I ask the unanimous consent 





table Senate bill No. 197, to authorize the appoint- | 
| ment of wardens of the jail in the District of | 


Columbia. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I object. 
MRS. SUSAN TEN EYCK WILLIAMSON. 


Mr. PERRY, by unanimous consent, intro- | 


| duced a bill for the relief of Mrs. Susan Ten Eyck 


Williamson, widow of Charles L. Williamson; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


NAVY-YARDS, ETC., ON TILE LAKES. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Michigan, by unanimous | 


consent, introduced a bill to establish navy-yards 


| or depots of arms on the lakes; which was read 
| a first and second time, and referred to the spe- 
cial committee on lake defenses. 


SALINE LANDS IN NEBRASKA. 
Mr. DAILY, by unanimous consent, submit- 


| ted the following resolution; which was read, con- 


sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be re- 
quested to consider the communication of the Secretary of 
the Interior in relation to the saline lands in the Territory 
af Nebraska, and to report by bill or otherwise. 


SCHOOL LANDS IN NEBRASKA. 


Mr. DAILY also, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be re- 
quested to consider the question of giving to the counties 


| of Richardson and Nemaha, in the ‘Territory of Nebraska, 


| Jones and M. H.C. 


school lands in place of sixteenth and thirty-sixth sections | 


that would belong to those counties if there had been no 
half-breed reserves ; and that said committee report by bill 
or otherwise. 


A. If. JONES AND M. I. C. BROWN. 


Mr. EDWARDS, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of A. H. 
3rown; which was read a 
first and second time, referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House on the Private Calendar, and 
with the accompanying report ordered to be 
printed, 

DEAF AND DUMB AND THE BLIND. 


Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire. I move 
that by unanimous consent, Senate bill No. 80, to 
amend ** An act to incorporate the Columbian In- 
stitution for the Instruction of the Deaf and Dumb 
and the Blind,’’ and to make appropriations for 
the benefit thereof, be taken from the Speaker’s 
table and put on its passage. 

There was no objection, and the bill was taken 
up and read a first and second time. 

The bill, which was read in extenso, provides 
that the sum of $4,400 per annum, payable quar- 
terly, shall be allowed for the payment of salaries 


= ‘ : . ‘| and incidental expenses of said institution; and 
troduced the following resolution; which was read, || 


that $4,400 be appropriated for that purpose, out 
of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 


| 1863; that the sum of $9,000 be, and the same is 


hereby, appropriated, out of any moneys in the 








sim EC 








Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the erer. 
tion, furnishing, and fitting up of two additions 
to the buildings of said institution; and that all 


| receipts and disbursements under this act shal] he 


- 





' 








reported to the Secretary of the Interior, as re. 
qaired in the sixth section of the act to which this 
is an amendment. : 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third timo. 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. ROLLINS, of New Hampshire, moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was passed: 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DEFENSE OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Mr. BIDDLE. 


Task the unanimous consent 


| of the House to present the resolutions of the 


Councils of Philadelphia relative to the defense of 
that city, and move that they be referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. BLAKE. I object. 


SENATE BILLS UPON THE SPEAKER’S TABLE. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I move, by unani- 


mous consent, that we go to the Speaker’s table 
and take up Senate bills there for reference to ap- 
propriate committees. 

Mr. BLAKE. I will agree to that if Senate bil! 
No. 201, to provide for the occupation and cul- 
tivation of the cotton and other lands in posses- 
sion of the United States lying along the south- 
ern coast of the United States be excepted. That 
bill ought to be passed immediately. 

There was no objection; and the motion was 
agreed to, excepting the bill referred to by Mr. 
BLAKE. 

The SPEAKER then laid before the House the 


following bills of the Senate; which were sever- 


| ally read a first and second time, and referred as 


indicated below: 
Joint resolution (No. 42) in addition to the 


| joint resolution for payment of the expenses of 
| the joint committee of Congress appointed to in- 


quire into the conduct of the war, approved the 
27th of January, 1862—to the committee on the 
conduct of the war. 

A bill (No. 109) for the relief of the legal rep- 
resentatives of J. E. Martin, deceased—to the 
Committee of Claims. 

A bill (No. 93) for changing the place for hold- 
ing the September term of the district court of 
the United States in the district of Maine—to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

A bill (No. 197) to authorize the appointment 
of a warden of the jail in the District of Colum- 
bia—to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia. 

Joint resolution (No. 36) limiting the compen- 
sation of collectors of the customs, naval officer, 
and other officers employed in the collection of cus- 
toms—to the Committee on Commerce. 

A bill (No. 128) to change and regulate the 
terms of the circuit and district courts of the 
United States in the northern district of New 
York—to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution (No. 54) to amend an act en- 
titled ** An actto carry into effect conventions be- 
tween the United States and the republics of New 
Granada and Costa Rica’’—to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

A bill (No. 188) to increase the efficiency of the 
medical department of the Army—to the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

A bill (No. 150) for a joint commission for the 
preservation of the Atlantic fisheries—to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

A bill (No. 199) to provide for the safe-keeping 
and maintenance of United States prisoners—to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Joint resolution (No. 57) providing for the cus- 
tody of the letter and gifts from the King ot 
Siam—to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. _ 

A bill (No. 122) to provide for the codification 
and revision of the laws of the District of Colum- 
bia—to the Committee for the District of Colum- 
bia. 

Joint resolution (No. 61) tendering the thanks 
of Congress to Captain Louis M. Goldsborough 
and officers, petty officers, seamen,and marines 
under his command, for. the victory at Roanoke 
island—to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

A bill (No. 217) to encourage enlistments in the 
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recular Army of the United States, and for other 


purposes—to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
CULTIVATION OF COTTON. 


Mr. BLAKE. I move to take up and pass 
Senate bill No. 210, to provide for the occupa- 


tion and cultivation of the cotton and other lands | 
in possession of the United States, lying along | 


the southern coast of the United States. 

Mr. MORRIS. I object to the consideration 
of that bill at this time. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I understand the 
objection to be to the consideration of the billnow, 
and not to its reference. 

The SPEAKER. If the motion to refer should 


be voted down, the bill would be before the House | 


for consideration. 

Mr. BLAKE. I withdraw my objection to the 
reference of the bill. 

Mr. ASHLEY. Let it go to the Committee on 
Territories. 


Mr. WOOD. 
WASHINGTON S FAREWELL ADDRESS, ETC. 


I object. 


Mr. WALTON, of Vermont, from the Com-- 


mittee on Printing, reported the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That fifty thousand extra copies of the Fare- 
well Address of George Washington, together with the 
proclamation of President Jackson, of December 10, 1832, 
and the Declaration of American Independence, be printed 
for the use of the Huuse. 

Mr. WALTON, of Vermont. 
tendent of Public Printing estimates that the work 
will cost $2,500. 

The resolution was adopted. 

COAST SURVEY. 

Mr. WALTON, of Vermont, from the same 
committee, reported the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That five hundred extra copies of the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury in answer to. the resolution 


of the louse eatling for information regarding the expenses 
of the Coast Survey be printed for the use of the House. 


THANKS TO CAPTAIN GOLDSBOROUGH, ETC. 
Mr. EDWARDS. 


I rise toa privileged ques- 
tion. 


I move to reconsiderthe vote by which the 


joint resolution of the Senate (No. 61) tendering 


the thanks of Congress to Captain Louis M. 


Goldsborough, and the officers, petty officers, | 


seamen, and marines under his command, for the 
victory at Roanoke island, was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that mo- 
tion is hardly in order. The bill was taken up 
by unanimous consent for the purpose of reference 
only, and it would not be fair to bring it back by 
a motion to reconsider. 


Mr. EDWARDS. Then Iask the unanimous | 


consent of the House to have it considered now. 
Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I object. 
NAVY AGENT AT WASHINGTON. 
Mr. PIKE, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a bill to define the duties of and to regulate the 
clerical force in the office of the Navy agent at 
Washington, District of Columbia; which was 


read a first and second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


LEGISLATIVE, ETC., APPROPRIATION BILL. 
Mr. STEVENS. 
tion. 
ence on the legislative, executive, and judicial ap- 
propriation billto make the following report. 
The Clerk then read the report, as follows: 
The committee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 


the two Houses on the amendments to the bill (H. R. 208) 
making appropriations for the legislative, executive, and 


judicial expenses of the Government, for the year ending | 


80th June, 1863, and additional appropriations for the year 


ending 30th June, 1862, having met, after full and free con- | 


ference have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, to 
their respective Houses, as follows : 

That the Senate recede from so muclr of their third 
amendment as proposes to strike out words in licu of the 
words inserted, and thatthe House agree to the said amend- 
ment, as so modified. 


That the House recede from their disagreement to the Sen- | 


ate’s eleventh, thirteenth, fourteenth, fitteenth, eighteenth, 


twenty-firth, thirty-sixth, and thirty-ninth awendments, 
and agree to the same. 


The Superin- | 


I rise to a privileged ques- | 
1 am instructed by the committee of confer- | 











That the Senate recede from their eighth, ninth, tenth, | 


twent¥sevenoth and thirty-eighth amendments. 
That the Senate concur in the amendment of the House 
to the thirty-filth amendment of the Senate, and recow- 


mend that the said amendment of the House be inserted | 


after the thirty-fourth amendment of the Senate, and that | 


in the second line of the twenty-third amendment of the | 


Senate, after the word * partially’? add the following: 
* finishing and.”? 
W. P. FESSENDEN, 
JAMES HARLAN, 
J. MeDOUGALL, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
THADDEUS STEVENS, 
W.M. DUNN, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


The report of the committee of conference in 
detail is as follows: 

The House recedes from its disagreement to and 
agrees to the following amendments: 

Eleventh amendment: 

Page 17, in line three hundred and ninety-three, after the 
word dollars, insert “ Provided, ‘That the said documents 
shall be sent to such libraries and public institutions only 
as shall signify a willingness to pay the cost of the trans- 
portation of the same ;”’ so that the clause will read: 

For expenses of packing and distributing congressional 


| journals and documents, in pursuance of the provisions con- 
| tained in the joint resolution of Congress, approved 28th 


January, 1857, and act 5th February, 1859, $6,000: Provided, | 


‘That the said documents shall be sent to such libraries and 
public institutions only as shall signify a willingness to pay 
the cost of the transportation of the same. 


Thirteenth amendment: 

Page 18, line fourteen, strike out as follows: 

For compensation of the surveyor general of Utah, $4,000. 
Fourteenth amendment: 


Page 19, strike out the following words: 
For compensation of the surveyor general of the Terri- 
tory of Nevada, and the clerks in his office, 37,000. 


Fifteenth amendment: 


>. > 


follows: 


For rent of the surveyor general’s office in the Territory || 


of Nevada, fuel, books, stationery, and other incidental ex- | 


| penses, $2,000. 


Eighteenth amendment: 

Page 27. in line ten, under the head of ** Mint of the Uni- 
ted States at Philadelphia,” strike out ** $30,000,” and in 
sert ** $50,000,’ in the following clause of the bill: 

For incidental and contingent expenses, including repairs 
and wastage, $30,000. 

Twenty-fifth amendment: 

Page 38, after line ten, insert: 

lor contingent expenses of the Senate, namely: 

For compensation of three messengers appointed under 
authority of a resolution of the Senate of July 19, 1861, 
$3,600. 

For binding, $20,000. 

For lithographing and engraving, $30,000. 

For stationery, $12,000. 

For reporting proceedings, $3,000. 

For Congressional Globe and Appendix, at the first ses- 
sion of the Thirty-Seveuth Congress, $6,184 20. 

For clerks to committees, pages, horses, and carryalls, 
$7,000. 

For miscellaneous items, $30,000. 

For Capitol police, $1,500, 


Thirty-sixth amendment: 


At the end of the bill insert, as follows : 
Sec. 4. And be il further enacted, That trom and after the 
Ist day of July next, and until otherwise ordered by the 


President, the Territories of Utah and Colorado shall con- | 


stitute one surveying district, and the duties of surveyor 
general in said district shall be performed by the surveyor 
general of Colorado; and the surveying district of Nevada 


shall be united to that of California, and the duties of the | 


surveyor general of the former shall be performed by the 
surveyor general of California; and the transfer of the effects 
and archives of the said officers shall be made under the 
instructions of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. 


Thirty-ninth amendment: 


At the end of the bill, insert as follows : 

Sec. 7. And he it further enacted, That the President shall 
appoint in the Department of the Interior, by and with the 
advice amd consent of the Senate, a competent person who 
shall be ealled the Assistant Secretary of the Interior, whose 
salary shall be $43,000, payable in the same manner as the 
salary of the Secretary of the Interior, who shall perform 
such duties in the Departmentof the Interior as shall be 


| prescribed by the Secretary or may be required by law, and 
| who shall act as the Secretary of the Interior in the absence 


of that officer. 


The Senate recede from and agree to strike from 
the bill the following amendments: 

Eighth amendment: 

Strike out the word “ recorder,’’ so that the clause in 
which it occurs will read as follows: 

For compensation of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and the draughtsman, assistant draughtsman, 
clerks, messengers, assistant messengers, packers, watch- 
men, and laborers in his office, $175,440. 

Ninth amendment: 

Strike out “ $175,440,” in the above clause, and insertin 


| lieu thereof ** $173,440.”’ 


Tenth amendment: 


Add the following to the foregoing clause : 

Aud the duty of countersigning patents, and oiher duties 
required by existing laws, of the recorder, shall be per- 
forined by the said commissioner. 
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Twenty-seventh amendment: 
Page 38, strike out the lines fifteen and sixteen, which 


are as follows: 


For compensation of the surveyor general of Illindis and 
Missouri, $2,000, 


Thirty-eighth amendment: 


Add at the end of the bill, as follows: 

Sec. 6. dnd be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$100,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be 
expended, under the direction of the Secretary of the In 
terior, in the erection and completion of a jail for the Dis 
ict of Columbia on Government reservation No. 13, in the 
city of Washington: Provided, That the entire cost of said 
jail shall not exceed the sum hereby appropriated. 


The third amendment of the Senate was as fol- 
lows: 


Strike out “to pay John C. Rives for printing five hun 


| dred copies of the Diplomatic Correspondence of the Uui 
| ted States, from 1776 to 1783, for the State Department, 


$15,000,” and insert in lieu thereof the following: 
For printing the Congressional Globe and Appendix, 
which are hereafter to bé bound under the supervision ot 


| the Superintendent of Public Printing, according to the pro 


visions of section five of the * joint resolution in relation 


| to the public printing,’’ approved June 30, 1860, $18,000, 


age 20, strike out lines eight, nine, ten, and eleven, as || 


The committee recommend that the words pro- 
posed to be stricken out be retained, and that the 
substitute be also inserted, so that the amendment, 
as amended, would read: 


To pay John C. Rives for printing five hundred copies of 
the Diplomatic Correspondence of the United States, from 
1776 to 1783, for the State Department, $15,000. 

For printing the Congressional Globe and Appendix which 
are hereafter to be bound under the supervision of the Super 
intendent of Public Printing, according to the provisions ot 
section five of the * joint resolution in relation to the pub 
lic printing,’ approved June 30, 1860, 318,000. 


The House amended the thirty-fifth amendment 


| of the Senate by adding appropriations for com- 


pleting the work on the Patent Office building, and 
to pay the compensation and mileage of contest- 
ants for the seats of members. 

The committee recommend that the Senate con- 
cur to the House amendment, but that it be trans- 
ferred tothe thirty-fourth amendmentofthe Senate, 


| The thirty-fourth amendment of the Senate, as 


amended, would then read: 


For putting the plates of the exploring expedition in order 
for preservation, and transporting them and the other effects 
of the expedition to Washington, to be preserved in som 
of the public buildings or at the Smithsonian Institution, 
$2,000, to be expended under the direction of the Joint Com 
mittee on the Library of Congress; and if any part of this 


| appropriation shall remain unexpended for these purposes, 


the same mnay be applied, if necessary, to the completior 
of volume twenty-three of the works of said exploring ex 
pedition, or to the payment of any arrears of rent or claims 
for services due on account of said works. 

For completing the work on the Patent Office building, so 
far as to preserve the materials already prepared, 315,000 

To pay the mileage and salaries of John Kline, Joseph 
Segar, and John M. Butler, while contesting seats in the 
House of Representatives, per resolution of the House of 
Representatives of March 4, 1862, 10,000: Provided, That 
only so much salary or mileage shall be paid to either as he 
would have been entitled to up to the time of his rejection, 
if he had been duly elected. 


The committee also recommend that the twenty- 
third amendment of the Senate be amended by in 
serting in the second line after the-word * par- 
tially,’’? the words ** finishing and;’’ so that the 
amendment,as amended, would read: 

Page 37, after line six, insert : 

For keeping in repair and partially finishing and furnish 
ing the Post Office building, to be expended under the di 
rection of the Postmaster General , $20,000. 

For paper and printing blanks for the Executive Depart 
ments, $30,000, 

Mr. STEV S. Lask that the vote be taken 
on the report of the committee. 

The report of the committee of conference was 
adopted. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reéonsider the vote 
by which the report was adopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 





BRANCH MINT AT DENVER. 

Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported back bill of the House (No. 
287) to establish a branch of the Mintof the United 
States at Denver, in the Territory of Colorado. 

Mr. STEVENS. If there be no objection, I 
should like to have the bill considered in the House 
now. I will merely state that the bill is recom- 
mended by the Director of the Mint, and by the 
Secretary of the Treasury; and it is necessary, if 
it is to pass at all, that immediate steps shall be 
taken for the esteblishment of an assay office, at 
least, at Denver. It will save a great deal of ex- 
pense and inconvenience to the inhabitants of the 
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"Territ 


amined by thie 


vy. ‘The bill has been very carefally ex- 
Committee of Ways and Means, 
no objection to it, and | ask that 


it tye pul upon is passage 


anu W Cath ser 


now. 


Mr. FF. A.CONKLING. Whatis the amount 
of money anpre i d by the bill? 

The SPEAKER. Seventy-five thousand dol- 
lars, 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING, I object to its con- 


sideration in the House. 

Vir. STEVENS. I move then that the House 
f into the Committee of the Whole on 
e of the Union for the purpose of consid- 
| now, 
The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
this time, the Llouse having ordered the main 
question on the motion to postpone the joint res- 


ering the b 


iuon introduced yesterday by the gentleman 

m New York, (Mr. Roscoe CoONKLING,]| In 
reference to emancipation, ° 

Mr. RICIIARDSON, 
from New York will withdraw his objection, and 
let the bill be considered in the House now, if we 


have to pass il. 
Mr. fF. A. CONKLING,. I shell not obj ctto 
omg into the Committee of the Whole on the 


ule of t Union to consider it now. 
Vr. RICHARDSON, Why not consider itin 
the Louse now? 
Mir FLA. CONKLING. Because the previous 
question will cut off all discussion with regard to 
merits ot the proposition, 


Mr. RICHARDSON, 


I hope the gentleman 


The gentleman from | 


? ylvania will not move the previous question, || 


The SPEAKER, 


Ph Lodad Ttdihine 


This debate is notin order. 
san appropriation, and is referred 
to the Comittee of the Whole on the state of the 


PENROLLI 


D JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED. 

Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
| ills, reported as truly enrolled a joint res- 
‘ on (3. No. 22) providing for the payment of 
{ ls of the 
claims in the 


Wien th Speuker s 


iWwat 


commission to invesugate the 


dk partment of the West; 


| 
ened the 


it) wily 


same. 


* MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 
\ messag 


“i 


from the Senate, by Mr. Forwey, 
eretar y, announced thatthe Senate had passed 
‘Lof the House to make an additional article of 
war, and also the bill of the House for the relief of 
4.1. Caverly, late secretary of legation at Lima, 
i ul. 
EMANCIPATION, 

The SPEAKER. The question before the 
[louse is on the motion to postpone the joint res- 
olution in relation to the abolishment of slavery, 
introduced yesterday by the gentleman from New 
York, (Mr. Roscor Conkuine.}] The gentleman 
from Litinois [Mr. Ricnarpson] moved that its 
further consideration be postponed until Monday 
next, The gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Mat- 
Lonny) moved as an amendment, to strike out 
** Monday’”’ and insert * Thursday.’’? The gef- 
tleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Stevens] moved 
to amend by insgrung to-morrow. ‘The question 
is upon postponing unul to-morrow. 

‘The motion was disagreed to. 

‘Lhe question recurred on the motion to post- 
pe ne until Tharsday next. 

Mr. STEVENS demanded the yeas and nays. 

‘The yveas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CREP TENDEN. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. The main question has been 
ordered, and the Chair cannot recognize any gen- 
ticman,. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Lask the consent of the 
tiouse to make a motion only. 

The SPEAKER, The yeasand nays have been 
ordered on the motion to postpone, “The gentle- 
man from Kentucky asks the unanimous consent 
of the House to make a motion in connection with 
this subject. 

Mr. STEVENS, If we permit the gentleman 
to do it, we shall have to extend the same privi- 
lege to othergeotlemen. I hope we shail proceed 
and dispose of this matter. 

‘The question was taken on Mr. Matrory’s 
amendment to the motion to postpone; and it was 
decided inthe hegative-yeas 66, nays 67; us fol- 
iows! 

Y EAS—Messrs. Ancona, Joseph Baily, Baxter, Biddle, 
Jacob B, Biair, George H. Browne, William @. Brown, 





Calvert, Casey, Clements, Cobb, Corning. Cox, Cravens, 


Crisfield, Crittenden, Delano, Duniay, Dunn, English, 
Fisher, Granger, Grider, Haight, Hail, Hanchet, Harding, 
Horton, Johnson, William Kellogg, Knapp, Law, Lazear, 
Leary, Lehman, McKpight, Mallory, Menzies, Morris, 
Nixon, Noble, Noell, Norton, Odell, Pendleton, Perry, | 
Price, Alexander A. Rice, Richardson, James 8S. Rollins, || 
Sheffield, Shiel, Join B. Steele, Stratton, Benjamin F. || 
Thomas, Francis Thomas, Train, Wadsworth, BE. P. Wal- | 
ton, Webster, Whaley, Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Wood, | 
Woodruff, and Worcester—66. | 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Arnold, Ashley, Babbitt, Baker, | 
Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, || 
Blak« . 
Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, Cuter, | 
Davis, Diven, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Fessenden, Fran- | 
chot, Prank, Gooch, Goodwin, Gurley, Harrison, Hickman, | 
Hooper, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, | 
Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, McPherson, Mitchell, Moor- 
head, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Olin, Patton, | 
Pike, Porter, John H. Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, | 
Sargent, Sedgwick, Shellabarger, Sloan, Stevens, Trow- | 
bridge, Van Vaikenburgh, Verree, Wall, Wallace, Charies 
W. Walton, Wheeler, Albert 8. White, Wilson, and Win- | 
dom—67. 


So the amendment was disacreed to. 
Mr. COX stated that Mr. Nueen had been 


called home on indispensable public business. 

Mr. WALL stated that Mr. Smiru was con- 
fined to his room by indisposition, 

The question recurred on Mr, Ricnarpson’s 
motion to postpone the resolution until Monday 
next. 

Mr. NOBLE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Can I make a single 
statementtothe House? [Loud cries of * Object!’’) 
1 wish merely to state that there has been a meet- 
ing this morning of a portion of the members of 
this House. [Renewed cries of ** Object!’’] 

The SPEAKER. Objection is made, and no 
remarks are in order. 

Mr. NOBLE. lL appeal to gentlemen upon the 


| other side of the House to hear the gentleman from 


Kentucky. 

Mr. BLAKE. 

Mr. NOBLE. 
is withdrawn, 

The SPEAKER. 
stand any such thing. 

Mr.STEVENS. No, sir; itis not withdrawn. 

The question was taken on the motion to post- 
pone; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
67, nays 71; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Joseph Baily, Biddle, Jacob B. 
Blair, George H. Browne, William G. Brown, Calvert, | 
Casey, Clements, Cobb, Corning, Cox, Cravens, Crisfield, 
Critteuden, Delano, Diven, Duniap, Dunn, English, Fisher, | 
Granger, Grider, Haight, Hale, Hall, Hanchett, Harding, | 
Johnson, William Kellogg, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Leary, | 
Lehman, McKnight, Mallory, Menzies, Morris, Nixon, | 
Noble, Noell, Norton, Odell, Pendleton, Perry, Timothy G. 
Phelps, Price, Alexander H. Rice, Richardson, James 8. 
Rollins, Sheffield, Shiel, John B. Steele, Stratton, Benja- 
min F. Thomas, Franeis Thomas, Train, Wadsworth,Web- 
ster, Whaley, Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Wood, Wood- | 
ruff, Worcester, and Wright—67,. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Arnold, Ashley, Babbitt, Baker, 
Saxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. 
Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, 
Coliax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, 
Covode, Cutler, Davis, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, 
Lily, Fessenden, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Gur- 
ley, Harrison, Hickman, Hooper, Horton, Hutchins, Ju- 
lian, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Lansing, Loomis, Love- 
joy, MePherson, Mitchell, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, 
Justin 8. Morrill, Patton, Pike, Pomeroy, John H. Rice, 
Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargent, Sedgwick, Shellabar- 
ger, Sloan, Stevens, Trowbridge, Van Valkenburgh, Ver- 
ree, Wall, Wallace, Charles W. Walton, E. P. Walton, 
Wheeler, Albert 5. White, Wilson, and Windom—71. | 


So the House refused to postpone the c@nsider- 
ation of the joint resolution. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. It is now in order, I sup- 
pose, to say something on this resolution. 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Virginia. Task the gentleman | 


No one objects here. 
1 understand that the objection 


The Chair does not under- | 


| from Kentucky to yield me the floor a moment, 
| that I may offer an amendment. 


Mr. WICKLIFFE. I should like to hear the | 


| amendment read before I yield to have it offered. 


| ply that Congress will consent to any partition of the terri- 


) again affirmed as the unalterable resolution of the House to 


The amendment was read, as follows: 
Provided, That nothing herein shall be construed to im- 


tory now held by the United States.. On the contrary, itis 


prosecute the war until the Constitution is restored to its 
ancient supremacy over every State rightfully a part of the | 
Union. j 
Mr. PENDLETON, Lask the gentleman from 
Kentucky to give way that | may offer an amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the resolution. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. 1 will yield to have it 


read. i 


suflinton, Campbell, Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, || 





| At this session to pass a bill for the levy and co 
| taxes within the current year for the 


| accomplish. 








The amendment was read, as follows: 
And that Congress, in order to redeem this pledge, ought 
ection of 


7 payment of the “Ue 
niary aid so tendered to the States. Pee 


Mr. WICKLIFFE spoke for an hour. [His 
speech will be found in the Appendix.} 

Mr. DIVEN. Idesire, Mr. Speaker, to submi 
a very few remarks on this resolution; and | espe- 
cially solicit the attention of those who have in- 
dicated their opposition to it. I desire very briefly 
to allude to the constitutional objections that have 
been made to the resolution, will to the objections 
of policy made in respect to it. I wish now to 
say—I trust | need not say it—but that I may 
forever be understood, I wish to say that, whether 
this resolution be adopted or not, whether the 
border States or the southern States ever choose 
to abolish slavery or not, I shall always be for 
leaving them in the possession of all the constity- 
tional rights they had at the time they entered into 
our Union. I call upon them, however, to con- 
sider that all the northern States are not united in 
construing the Constitution so as to permit them 
at all times to exercise jurisdiction over their own 
domestic matters. I believe there is a large ma- 
jority in each State that so understands the Con- 


| stitution and so understands their constitutional 


obligations. And these men, who will be found 
ever strenuously adhering to the constitutional 
rights of the States—some of them at least—under- 
stand this resolution as in no manoer conflicting 
with those rights. 

Sir, what has instigated this resolution and rec- 
ommendation on the part of the President? 1] in- 
vite men from the border States particularly to 
consider what I have to say as my judgment in 
that respect. The President has certainly shown 
himself as loyal to the Constitution as any man 
in the country. After the triumphs of our armies 
in Virginia, in Kentucky, and in Tennessee, ani 
after it had become manifest that the rebels could 
not, by force of arms, maintain their position in 
those States—their extreme left wing being mani- 


festly turned, and they being outfanked—Jeffer- 


son Davis issued a proclamation in which he an- 
nounced to the rebels that they had undertaken 
too much, more.than, in his judgment, they could 
[ then thought that 1 understood 
what was meant by that. Events that have trans- 
pired since, have satisfied me that I was not mis- 
taken, and that he meant to abandon the border 
States, to concentrate the rebel forces in the heart 
of the cotton States, and there maintain an ob- 
stinate resistance, which might induce this Gov- 
ernment finally to acknowledge the independence 
of some few of the cotton States; they hugging 
the idea that we care but little for them, if we 
could only get the border States—the most valua- 
ble in a commercial point of view—and believing 
that with the Union thus broken, with that holy 
devotion broken which the whole country has 
ever had for the Union of Washington, Jefferson, 
and Madison, the loyalty for the Union would be 
broken. Jt was then hoped that a petty annoy- 
ance would be waged against the border States 
until they would be driven, one by one, to join 
that confederation of the Gulf States. They would 
thus add to their power, and secure what they 
now find they cannot secure by force of arms. 
Seeing that they were clinging to that hope, the 
President is desirous to strip them of their last 
hope of refuge, and to show them that, even 
though they should succeed in their rebellion, they 
will be disappointed in their expectation of draw- 
ing the border States with them. Disappointed in 


| it by this, by a noble, just, fair proposition upon 


the part of the Government not to interfere with 
any of the reserved rights of these States; not, 
under the Constitution or above the Constitution, 


_ to meddle with any of their institutions; not to 


assume to pass laws, if we have the right to pass 
them, which could interfere with their reserved 
rights; but & magnanimous proposition to them, 
that if they would stand by the Union, that no 
injustice should be done to them. If the posses- 
sion of their slaves should become intolerable, 
they might have an opportunity to rid themselves 
of them wichout crashing them out, and break- 
ing them down. In a spirit of magnanimity, 
the President of the United States recommended 
that this Congress should adopt this resolution, 
looking to an ultimate resort in case any-of the 
States at any time find it necessary, for the pro- 
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